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Foreword  
 

This is a follow-up revision, in advance of the annual 25 Apr 2024 issue; currently with 30 pages of added information, 
records, photos, annotated maps and the 1940 will related to Felsham Goodrich descendant Ernest Flagg (1857-1947), 
whose Felsham Goodrich ancestry (published in 1926) is on page 21 of the Jun 2016 newsletter,1 and who was the 
subject of the first part of the first article in the original 08 Jan 2024 (rev. 1) issue.  
 

Special thanks to AmericanAncestors.org (also known as New England Historic Genealogical Society–NEHGS) for 
permission to include scans of Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, 
(private; 1938), by Winifred Lovering Holman (1899-1989), in the upcoming annual 25 Apr 2024 issue, through the 
second generation in America (one Goodrich line it covers has 7 generations in America). This genealogy is cited as: 
“Goodrich Family Association Private Collection: Lillian Redstone English Research” for a few of its scanned images 
on pages 93-95 of the 30 Sep 2013 issue.2 I just became aware recently that these “Lillian Redstone” images are 
actually taken from the “Stillman-Goodrich” genealogy, and when I accessed “Stillman-Goodrich” I realized its value.  
This is not Ancestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and His Wife Frances Helen Miller (private; 1948), or 
the “Stevens-Miller” genealogy, by Mary Lovering Holman (1868-1947), which shares Lillian Redstone English 
1930s research in support of “Stillman-Goodrich” yet in numerous critical instances they reach different conclusions.  
FamilySearch.org, American Ancestors.org links in this issue provide 1-click access only if logged in to the websites. 

 
1 https://goodrichfamilyassoc.org/Newsletters/Documents/GFA%20Newsletter%20June%202016.pdf (Volume 13:2; Jun 2016; page 21). 
2 https://goodrichfamilyassoc.org/Newsletters/Documents/GFA%20Newsletter%20September%202013.pdf (Volume 9:4; Sep 2013; pages 93-95. 
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Goodrich Descendant Ernest Flagg (1857-1947): Enhanced Biography 
~Editor 

 

Ernest Flagg (1857-1947),3 a world-renowned architect who designed the Singer Tower; the tallest 
building in the world from 1908-1909, and also a number of other famous buildings and structures, 
was a dual-ancestral-line Felsham Goodrich descendant through 3-great-grandmother LWC-78 
Abigail4 Goodrich (Allen3, John2, William1) and (Elizabeth3, David2, William1), as shown below.4 

   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
3 Find-a-Grave memorial for Ernest Flagg: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147375645/ernest-flagg  
4 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973), pages 118, 123, 
158, 181, 218-219, 262: https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=141&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q=   
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5 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973), pages 118, 123, 
158, 181, 218-219, 262: https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=141&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q=   
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6 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973), pages 118, 123, 
158, 181, 218-219, 262: https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=141&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q=   
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 North, Seymour Ancestries of G-17, G-29 in Goodrich Surname DNA Project vs. Ernest Flagg (1857-1947) 7 

 
 
 

 
7 John North of Farmington, Connecticut and His Descendants, Dexter North (Washington, DC: 1921),  
   pages 1-7, 12-14, 18-19, 19-20, 26-27, 48-49: https://archive.org/details/johnnorthoffarmi00nort/page/n27/mode/2up 

                            G-29 Shares With Ernest Flagg:        G-17 Shares With Ernest Flagg: 
                             Samuel Seymour-Hannah North        Thomas North-Hannah Newell 
                             Thomas North-Hannah Newell 
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             Ernest Flagg8                         Margaret (Bonnell) Flagg9,10  
     6 Feb 1857-10 Apr 1947 m. 27 Jun 1899 8 Jan 1882-20 Jun 1978 

       Only child Margaret Elizabeth “Betsey” (Flagg) Melcher    
       (8 Apr 1900-21 Apr 1991), husband John Stevens Melcher   
       (28 Mar 1895-27 Jul 1956), and their two young daughters  
       Pamela (right; born in 1927) and Ursula (left; born in 1929)11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Singer Tower (1908-1969),12 which was the tallest building in the world for one year from 1908-1909, 
and the Charles Scribner’s Sons Building (1913) at 597 5th Avenue, New York, NY;13 both among the 
structures designed by architect Ernest Flagg in the style of the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris he attended.14 

 
8 Find-a-Grave memorial for Ernest Flagg: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147375645/ernest-flagg  
9 Find-a-Grave memorial for Margaret Elizabeth (Bonnell) Flagg: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/147375648/margaret-elizabeth-flagg  
10 Passport Photo 30 Apr 1924, Blackburn Family Tree: https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/26353076/person/262336457657/facts  
11 “Pamela Melcher Papers” on the Center for Migration Studies website: https://cmsny.org/archives/cms_101/  
12 Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singer_Building#/media/File:SingerBuilding_crop.jpg  
13 ajay_suresh: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2a/Charles_Scribner%27s_Sons_Building_%2851396505295%29.jpg  
14 École des Beaux-Arts: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ecole-des-Beaux-Arts 	



Copyright ©2024, Goodrich Family Association. May be photocopied for educational and personal use only.

Volume 21, Issue 1, Page 8 
 

 

 

Before he completed publication in 1926 of Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New 
England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking; a comprehensive, sourced genealogy of all of 
his ancestral lines to immigrant/pre-immigrant,4 Ernest Flagg contributed his ancestral lines to 
Family Records of the Descendants of Gershom Flagg (Born 1730) of Lancaster, Massachusetts 
that was published in 1907 by co-descendants Norman Gershom Flagg and Lucius C. S. Flagg.15  
And even the 1907 version of descendants of Gershom Flagg; son of immigrant Thomas Flagg (or 
Thomas Flegg) was preceded by Dr. Henry Bond, M.D., who had compiled and published in 1860: 
Genealogies of the Families & Descendants of the Early Settlers of Watertown, Massachusetts.16 
However, the unique relevant feature of Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: 
My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking (1926) was full coverage of all ancestral lines of compiler 
Ernest Flagg, including most notably for the purposes of this newsletter Felsham Goodrich.

 
15 Family Records of the Descendants of Gershom Flagg (born 1730) of Lancaster, Massachusetts, Norman G. Flagg, Lucius C.S. Flagg: 
   (Cadogan-Hatcher Printers, Quincy, IL: 1907), preface page 2: https://archive.org/details/familyrecordsde00socigoog/page/n20/mode/1up  
16 Genealogies of the Families & Descendants of the Early Settlers of Watertown, Massachusetts, Henry Bond, MD (NEHGS: 1860), 219-225: 
    https://archive.org/details/genealogiesoffam00bond/page/219/mode/1up  
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Tragedy in 1912 
On the evening of 23 Feb 1912 (51-52 days before the RMS Titanic hit an iceberg and was sunk 
with a great loss of passenger and crew lives on 14-15 Apr 1912), the car in which Ernest Flagg 
and his wife Margaret (Bonnell) Flagg were being driven to a private dinner being hosted by fellow 
architect Stowe Phelps (b. 1869) at 161 East 74th Street in Manhattan hit a 13-year-old boy on 
roller skates fatally when the boy skated into the path of the car and the car could not stop in time. 
The boy was taken into the car and held by Mr. and Mrs. Flagg on the way to Presbyterian Hospital;  
however, he died as the car entered the gates, as described in the New York Times account below.17 
Then the father of Margaret (Bonnell) Flagg died abruptly after eye-ear surgery on 17 Jun 1912.18 

 (L-R)Fletcher, [James& John], Joseph Harper 
 J & J Harper (1817) Harper & Brothers (1833): 
 renowned book publishing business.19 

  

   
 

 
17 New York Times, 24 Feb 1912, page 8: https://www.newspapers.com/image/20478449/?terms=New%20York%20Times  
18 John Harper Bonnell (1850-1912); grandson of John Harper of Harper & Brothers Publishers and father of Margaret (Bonnell) Flagg, died  
   on 17 Jun 1912 after an eye-ear operation in Manhattan. The Sun (NY), 18 Jun 1912 (page 13): https://www.newspapers.com/image/78913381/ 
19 Harper Books: J & J Harper, Harper & Brothers, Harper-Row (1962), HarperCollins (1990): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_(publisher)  
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  Ernest Flagg Home (209 Flagg Place, Dongan Hills, Staten Island, NY).20     A 1912 Limousine: 1912 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost;21 video.22 

 
 
 
 

 

Presbyterian Hospital (1872-1928 site at 44 E 71st St).23   Ad for free roller skates in exchange for bread wrapper labels (27 Oct 1912).24  
 
 

              
 

       Ernest Flagg-Manhattan Home                                 Stowe Phelps-Manhattan Home                         J. Harper Bonnell-Upper Manhattan 
              109 East 40th Street       (L-R): 161 (construction)-163-165 East 74th Street           622 West 137th Street (17 Jun 1912) 
 

 
20 https://www.silive.com/news/2020/11/todt-hill-st-charles-seminary-property-on-market-for-725m.html  
21 https://www.wallpaperup.com/776895/1912_Rolls_Royce_Silver_Ghost_40-50_Cabriolet_Barker_luxury_retro_vintage.html  
22 1912 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost (Canadian Automotive Museum) running on 15 Sep 2019: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqCcAr8qXPY  
23 Photo from Wikipedia.com: “Presbyterian Hospital (New York City),” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Hospital_(New_York_City)  
24 The Baltimore Sun, 27 Oct 1912, page 31: https://baltimoresun.newspapers.com/article/the-baltimore-sun-roller-skating-1912/73456339/  



Copyright ©2024, Goodrich Family Association. May be photocopied for educational and personal use only.

Volume 21, Issue 1, Page 11 
 

 

 
Ernest Flagg – Staten Island Home with Servants Quarters (209 Flagg Place, Dongan Hills, Richmond County, Staten Island, New York)                                     

 

 
 (Chauffeur, Building Superintendent) Alfred Beaver (1807 Richmond Road, Dongan Hills, Richmond County, Staten Island, New York) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                  Singer Tower (149 East Broadway, Manhattan in 1908-1969) 
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622 West 137th Street (Upper Manhattan): J. Harper Bonnell (1850-1912) home at the time of his death on 17 Jun 1912. 
161 East 74th Street (Manhattan): Stowe Phelps (1869-1952) home dinner party 23 Feb 1912 (moved to California and died in Santa Barbara). 
44 East 71st Street (Presbyterian Hospital city-block-area location 1872-1928, including the night of the roller skating accident 23 Feb 1912). 
253 West 42nd Street (Manhattan): Rev. Jared B. Flagg (1820-1899) home in 16 Apr 1898 obituary of brother William Flagg (1818-1898).25 
109 East 40th Street (Manhattan): Ernest Flagg (1857-1947) home in Manhattan; later 8 blocks NE of Empire State Building (1930-1931). 
149 East Broadway (Manhattan): Singer Tower (1908-1969). 
Near 1251 Todt Hill Road (Staten Island): J. Harper Bonnell home in 1900 US Census soon after 27 Jun 1899 marriage of daughter Margaret. 
209 Flagg Place (Staten Island): Ernest Flagg (1857-1947) home in Dongan Hills on Staten Island. 
1807 Richmond Road (Staten Island): Chauffeur Alfred Beaver (1883-1970) home in Dongan Hills on Staten Island (post-1925). 

 
25Find-a-Grave memorial for William Joseph Flagg: https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/78930508/william-joseph-flagg  
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                                                        (opinion article continues)26 

(Aside) US Politics of 191227 
The election of 32nd US President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882-1945) to a brief 4th consecutive term in 1944 is 
now nearly 80 years past. It is interesting to note that 112 years ago, the same 18 Jun 1912 issue of The Sun (NY) 
with the obituary of J. Harper Bonnell on page 13 had on page 6 an opinion article by the then-former US Senator 
Henry William Blair (1834-1920; R-NH);28 organizer and president of the “National Anti-Third Term League.”29 
Sen. Blair did not want 26th US President Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919) to be elected to a 3rd non-consecutive 
term as a member of the populist Bull Moose Party, which competed with the Republican Party then united behind 
incumbent 27th US President William Howard Taft (1857-1930). Theodore Roosevelt had pledged in 1904 not to 
run for a third term, though in 1912 he was willing to break his earlier pledge due to his great dissatisfaction with 
the Taft administration. Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924) won the 1912 election and became the 28th US President.30     

 

 
26 The Sun (NY), 18 Jun 1912, page 6: https://www.newspapers.com/image/78913535/  
27 The Sun (NY), 18 Jun 1912, page 6: https://www.newspapers.com/image/78913535/  
28 Britannica online: “Henry William Blair”: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-William-Blair  
29 Time online: “National Affairs: Booms” (23 May 1927). page 2: https://content.time.com/time/subscriber/article/0,33009,730546-2,00.html  
30 Britannica.com: “United States Presidential Election of 1912”: https://www.britannica.com/event/United-States-presidential-election-of-1912  
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Household Head Jared Flagg (Artist) in the 1850 US Census of New York City, New York (13 Sep 1850):31 

- Jared Flagg (age 30; born 16 Jun 1820 in New Haven, New Haven, Connecticut; Artist),32 

- Brother William Flagg (age 32; born 15 Apr 1818 in New Haven, New Haven, Connecticut; Lawyer),32 

- Wife Louisa (Hart) Flagg (age 22; born 05 Oct 1828 in New Britain, Hartford, Connecticut; m. 01 Dec 1846),32  
- Sister-in-Law “Laura” Elizabeth (Longworth) Flagg (age 41; born in Cincinnati, Hamilton, Ohio),32  
- Son Montague Flagg (born 08 Oct 1842 by 1st wife Sarah Montague [m. 1841; d. 1843];21 in Hartford, Connecticut),32 

- Son Charles Flagg (age 1; eldest child born 25 Dec 1848 by second wife Louisa; born in Brooklyn, New York),32 

- Servant Susan Flood (age 19; born in Ireland), 
- Servant Maria  Keener (age 16; born in Ireland). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
31 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45057022:7602  
32 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973), pages 135-136: 
   https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=153&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q=  
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Portrait of Dr. Samuel Hart (1786-1863) by his son-in-law: artist (pre-1849; later Rev.) Jared Bradley Flagg (1820-1899).33 
Margaret Elizabeth “Betsey” (Flagg) Melcher (1900-1991); granddaughter of Jared Bradley Flagg, was a “miniature” 
painting artist of widespread renown,34 and her daughter Pamela Melcher (1927-2005) was also a professional painter.35 

 
33 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973), pages 136-137:      
    https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=157&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q=  
34 Wikipedia, “Betsy Flagg Melcher”: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Betsy_Flagg_Melcher  
35 “Pamela Melcher Papers” on the Center for Migration Studies website: https://cmsny.org/archives/cms_101/  
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Household Head (Rev.) Jared Flagg in the 1860 US Census of Brooklyn, Kings, New York (08 Jun 1860):36 

- Jared Flagg (age 39; born 16 Jun 1820 in New Haven, New Haven, Connecticut; Clergyman),37 

- Wife Louisa (Hart) Flagg (age 31; born 05 Oct 1828 in New Britain, Hartford, Connecticut; m. 01 Dec 1846),37  
- Son Montague (age 17; born 08 Oct 1842 by 1st wife Sarah Montague (m. 1841; d. 1843);33 in Hartford, Connecticut),37 

- Son Charles (age 11; eldest child born 25 Dec 1848 by second wife Louisa; born in Brooklyn, New York),37 

- Son Jared (age 7; born 26 Feb 1853 in Connecticut),37 

- Son Ernest (age 3; born 06 Feb 1857 in Brooklyn, New York),37 
- Servant Mary Dolan (age 26; born in Ireland), 
- Servant Ellen Kenny (age 24; born in Ireland), 
- Servant Margaret Mahoney (age 19; born in Ireland). 
 
 
 
The family of Rev. Jared Flagg alternated between residences in his birth state of Connecticut and in New York City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
36 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45057022:7602  
37 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973); page 135: 
    https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=153&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q= 
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Household Head (Rev.) Jared Flagg in the 1870 US Census of New Haven, New Haven, Connecticut (22 Jun 1870):38 

- Jared Flagg (age 49; born 16 Jun 1820 in New Haven, New Haven, Connecticut; Clergyman),39 

- Wife Josephine (Bond) Flagg (age 36; m. 1869 as 3rd wife of Rev. Jared Flagg after death of 2nd wife 18 Jan 1867),39  
- Son Ernest Flagg (age 13; born 06 Feb 1857 in New York),39  
- Son Washington Flagg (age 9; born 02 Jun 1860 in New York),39  
- Servant Anna Harris (age 31; born in Coblentz [Rheinland, Germany]).  
- Louisa Flagg (age 8) was listed in New Britain, Hartford, Connecticut with uncle-aunt William and Lucinda (Hart) Smith, 
- Rosalia Flagg (age 4) was listed in New York City, NY with childless uncle-aunt William and Eliza (Longworth) Flagg. 

 
38 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1433526:7163  
39 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973), page 135. 
    https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=153&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q= 
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Household Head (Rev.) Jared Flagg in the 1880 US Census of New York City, New York, New York (02 Jun 1880):40 

- Jared Flagg (age 49; born 16 Jun 1820 in New Haven, New Haven, Connecticut; Clergyman),41 
- Wife Josephine (Bond) Flagg (age 36; m. 1869 as 3rd wife of Rev. Jared Flagg after death of 2nd wife,42 18 Jan 1867),41  
- Son Washington Allston Flagg (age 20; born 02 Jun 1860 in New York; Book Keeper),41 

- Daughter Louisa Flagg (age 18; born 15 Feb 1862 in New York; m. Charles Scribner II on 05 Oct 1882 [see page 7]),41 

- Servant Katerina Harris (age 38; born in Coblentz [Rheinland, Germany]). 

 

 

 

 
40 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3050277:6742  
41 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926; 1973), page 135. 
    https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=153&viewer=picture&o=download&n=0&q=  
42 Second wife Louisa (Hart) Flagg died on 18 Jan 1867 and had a will, an inventory, and probate of her own, valued at $8,278.21 on 19 Apr 1867  
    ($171,574.85 adjusted for inflation in 2024): Ancestry.com: Connecticut Wills and Probate Records, New Haven Probate District, #17,604:  
    https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2069269:9049?ssrc=pt&tid=181866265&pid=372545081547  
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Ernest Flagg (age 42) of the Borough of Manhattan, New York, New York married Margaret Elizabeth Bonnell (age 17); 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Harper Bonnell and Margaret Crane (Baker) Bonnell, of Dongan Towers, Dongan Hill, 
Richmond County, Staten Island, New York on 27 Jun 1899 at St. John Episcopal Parish, Clifton, Richmond, New York.43 
Stowe Phelps; a fellow architect at whose home Ernest and Margaret (Bonnell) Flagg arrived for a society-attended dinner 
on the evening of 23 Feb 1912 that ended prematurely in a tragic accident (page 9), was one of the ushers for the wedding. 

 
43 Ancestry.com: Newspapers.com Marriage Index, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/302120661:62116  
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Household Head Robert McNamara in the 1900 US Census of the Borough of Manhattan, New York (04 Jun 1900):44 

- Robert McNamara (born Jul 1855 in Ireland; immigrated to USA 1870); Carpenter at 261 East 71st Street - Manhattan; 
- Wife Helen (born  Dec 1867 in Ireland; immigrated to USA in 1880; 11 children – 6 children still living);  
- Daughter Loretta McNamara born Dec 1882 in New York; 
- Daughter Helen McNamara born Feb 1885 in New York; 
- Son Robert McNamara born Nov 1891 in New York; 
- Daughter Irene McNamara born Nov 1893 in New York; 
- Daughter Ruth McNamara born Dec 1896 in New York; 
- Son James McNamara born Nov 1898 in New York (died in roller skating accident on 23 Feb 1912 – page 9). 

 

 
44 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45057022:7602  
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Household Head “William” McNamara in the 1910 US Census of the Borough of Manhattan, New York (21 Apr 1910):45 

- “William” (Robert) McNamara (Widower); Carpenter; 
- Son Robert J. McNamara (age 18); upholsterer; 
- Daughter Irene M. McNamara (age 16); 
- Daughter Ruth A. McNamara (age 12); 
- Son James H. McNamara (age 10; died in roller skating accident on 23 Feb 1912 at age 13 – page 9). 

 

 
45 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/123706670:7884  
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Household Head Ernest Flagg in the 1900 US Census of the Borough of Richmond, Staten Island, New York (08 Jun 1900):46 
Ernest Flagg; architect then residing at Four Conner Road - Staten Island, 
Wife Margaret Elizabeth (Bonnell) Flagg (born Jan 1882), 
Daughter Margaret Elizabeth Flagg (born 08 Apr 1900; age exactly 2 months),  
6 servants; most natives of France, where Ernest Flagg studied architecture at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris 1889-1891: 

- Eugenia Pachot (age 43; married; born in France), Help – Nurse, 
- Lushme Bebot (age 45; married; born in France), Help – Butler, 
- Antonia Duffaine (age 20; single; born in France), Help – Chamber Maid, 
- Mary Marme (age 40; single; born in France), Help – Laundress, 
- Matilda Chapella (age 47; single; born in Switzerland), Help – Nurse, 
- Charles Coomber (age 21; single; born in Canada), Help – Groom. 

 
After the 1900 US Census, Ernest and Margaret (Bonnell) Flagg alternated homes at 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island and 109 
East 40th Street, Manhattan in 1910 US Census, 1915 NY Census, 1920 US Census, 1925 NY Census, 1930 US Census, and had 
at least 6 servants and sometimes as many as 14 servants, and they sometimes even had children of servants in their household, 
and at any given time had additional servants, of an indeterminate number, living on their own outside the household. 
 

 
46 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/67355288:7602  
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Household Head Ernest Flagg in the 1910 US Census of the Borough of Manhattan, New York (19 Apr 1910):47 
Ernest Flagg; architect living at 109 East 40th Street - Manhattan, 
Wife Margaret Elizabeth (Bonnell) Flagg (married 27 Jun 1899), 
Daughter Margaret Elizabeth Flagg (age 10), 

9 servants: 
- Jeremiah Condon (age 23; single; born in New Jersey), Servant – Groom, 
- Henry Holdtman (age 21; single ; born in New York), Servant – General Help, 
- Lea Pakin (age 22; single; born in France), Servant – Governess, 
- Clara Chaplin (age 33; single; born in England), Servant – Housekeeper, 
- Kate Dennehy (age 29; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Chamber Maid, 
- Mary Shannon (age 26; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Waitress, 
- Hulda Oelson (age 23; single; born in Sweden), Servant – Laundress, 
- Winifred Fallon (age 20; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Kitchen Maid, 
- Nora Murtha (age 42; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Cook. 

 
 
 
 

 
47 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/19232785:7884  
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Household Head Ernest Flagg in the 1915 NY Census of Dongan Hills, Richmond, Staten Island, New York (01 Jun 1915):48 
Ernest Flagg (58); architect living at 209 Flagg Place – Staten Island,  
Wife Margaret E. (Bonnell) Flagg (33),  
Daughter (Margaret) Elizabeth (age 15), 

14 servants and 3 children of two sets of married servants: 
- Alfred Beaver (II) (age 31; married; born in USA), Servant – Chauffeur; driver in the 23 Feb 1912 accident (page 9), 
- Florence Beaver (age 23; married; wife of Alfred; born in USA), Servant – Housework, 

- Daughter Beatrice Beaver (age 5), 
- Son Alfred Beaver (III) Jr. (age 3), 

- Mollie Carron (age 22; born in Ireland), Servant – Cook, 
- Kate Leyden (age 36; born in Ireland), Servant – Waitress, 
- Elizabeth Shanley (age 18; single; born in Sweden), Servant – Kitchen Maid, 
- Mandi Lone (age 24; born in Ireland), Servant – Laundress, 
- Severiano Attilio (age 24; born in Italy), Servant – Second Man, 
- Lucy DeLong (age 19; born in Canada), Servant – Chamber Maid, 
- Charles W. Forte  (age 39; born in England), Servant – Gardener, 
- Dreia Forte (age 40; wife of Gardener Charles W. Forte, born in Ireland), Servant – Housework; child Bertha, 
- August Mollman (age 44; born in Germany), Servant – Assistant Gardener, 
- Stephen Clark (age 39; born in USA), Servant – Farmer, 
- Eva M. Clark (age 38; born in USA), Servant – Housework, 
- Romain Popote (age 16; born in USA), Servant – Farmer’s Assistant. 
 

 
48 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9075120:2703  
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Alfred Beaver Jr.; son of Chauffeur Alfred Beaver, was born 18 Feb 1912;49 5 days before 23 Feb 1912 accident (page 9).  

 

 
49 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1054630:61457  
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Household Head Ernest Flagg in 1920 US Census of the Borough of Manhattan, New York (05 Jan 1920):50 
Ernest Flagg (age 62); architect living at 109 East 40th Street - Manhattan, 
Wife Margaret Elizabeth (Bonnell) Flagg (age 38), 
Daughter Margaret Elizabeth Flagg (age 19), and 6 servants: 

- Winifred Scully (age 34; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Cook, 
- Emily Bennett (age 26; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Maid, 
- Alice Coyle (age 45; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Laundress, 
- Gunkel Lawson (age 17; single; born in Sweden), Servant – Maid, 
- Beatrice Durkee (age 25; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Maid, 
- Louis Cafoni (age 29; single; born in Italy), Servant – Chauffeur. 

 

 
Household Head Alfred Beaver in 1920 US Census of Dongan Hills, Richmond, Staten Island, New York (05 Jan 1920):51 
Alfred (Elias) Beaver (b. 17 Mar 1884;52 d. Dec 1970); Superintendent living on Flagg Place - Staten Island, 
Wife Florence (Duval) Beaver (b. Oct 1890; m. 14 Oct 1909), 
Daughter Beatrice Beaver (age 9), 
Daughter Lillian Beaver (age 2), 
Son Alfred Beaver Jr. (age 8). 

 
50 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41884371:6061  
51 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/114996007:6061  
52 NY Certificate: Alfred E. Beaver; son of Alfred E. Beaver; b. 30 Mar 1883: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/712260:61779  
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Alfred Beaver II, World War I Registration 12 Sep 1918: Building Superintendent Residing at Flagg Place, Dongan Hills, 
Richmond County, Staten Island, NY; born 17 Mar 1884;53 Employer Ernest Flagg; Nearest Relative Florence Beaver.54 

 
53 NY Certificate: Alfred E. Beaver; son of Alfred E. Beaver; b. 30 Mar 1883: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/712260:61779  
54 Ancestry.com: World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918, https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9026032:6482  
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Household Head Ernest Flagg in the 1925 NY Census of Dongan Hills, Richmond, Staten Island, New York (01 Jun 1925):55 
Ernest Flagg (68); architect living at 209 Flagg Place, Wife Margaret (43), daughter Margaret had married on 16 May 1925, 
7 servants. 
- Louis Cofone (35; born in USA; Chauffeur) 
- Attilio Sebastino (35; born in Italy; Houseman) 
- Elizabeth Fitzgerald (19; born in Ireland; Maid) 
- Sarah Coleman (30; born in Ireland; Maid) 
- Ods Hartvelt (22; born in Holland; Butler) 
- Mary Hession (35; born in Ireland; Laundress) 
- Mary Poole (60; born in Ireland; Cook) 

 
55 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15775110:2704  
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Household Head Alfred Beaver in the 1925 NY Census of Dongan Hills, Richmond, Staten Island, New York (01 Jun 1925):56 
Alfred (Elias) Beaver (age 40); Farm Laborer living on Todt Place [between Flagg Place-Richmond Road on Staten Island], 
Wife Florence (Duval) Beaver (age 33), 
Daughter Beatrice Beaver (age 14), 
Son Alfred Beaver Jr. (age 13). 
Daughter Lillian Beaver (age 7), 
Daughter Margaret Beaver (age 4). 
 

Household Head Ernest Flagg in the 1930 US Census of the Borough of Manhattan, New York (30 Apr 1930):57 
Ernest Flagg (age 73); architect living at 109 East 40th Street, Manhattan, 
Wife Margaret Elizabeth (Bonnell) Flagg (age 48), and 6 servants: 

- Ernest Morrill (age 28; single; born in England), Servant – Butler, 
- James Davenport (age 23; single; born in New York), Servant – Chauffeur, 
- Margaret Tully (age 22; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Cook, 
- Theresa Tully (age 24; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Maid, 
- Delia Sherry (age 45; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Laundress, 
- Catherine Gillese (age 18; single; born in Ireland), Servant – Maid. 

 
56 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/114996007:6061  
57 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42177151:6224  
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Household Head Alfred Beaver in the 1930 US Census of Dongan Hills, Richmond, Staten Island, New York (07 Apr 1930):58 
Alfred Beaver (age 46); General Manager Stone, Lumber living on Richmond Road. Wife Florence Beaver (age 38), 
Son Alfred Beaver Jr. (age 18; Clerk in Brokerage), Lillian Beaver (age 12), Margaret Beaver (age 9). 
 

 
Household Head Ernest Flagg in the 1940 US Census of the Borough of Manhattan, New York (10 Apr 1940):59 
Ernest Flagg (age 83); architect living at 109 East 40th Street, 
Wife Margaret Elizabeth (Bonnell) Flagg (age 58), and 6 servants all married and in the same place in 1935: 

- Louis Smith (age 53; married; born in England), Servant – Butler, 
- David Drummond (age 39; married; born in Scotland), Servant – Houseman, 
- James Davenport (age 32; married; born in New York), Servant – Chauffeur, 
- Jessie Brook (age 38; married; born in Scotland), Servant – Maid, 
- Mary Caporal (age 54; widowed; born in Ireland), Servant – Cook, 
- Fannie Cooney (age 42; married; born in Ireland), Servant – Laundress. 

 
58 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/114996007:6061  
59 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/45738063:6224  
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Household Head Alfred Beaver in the 1940 US Census of Dongan Hills, Richmond, Staten Island, New York (02 Apr 1940):60 
Alfred Beaver (age 56); Manager of Private Residence living on 1807 Richmond Road.  
Wife Florence Beaver (age 48), 
Lillian Beaver (age 21),  
Margaret Beaver (age 19), 
All were residing at the same place in 1935. 
 
 

 
60 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4491975:2442   
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Alfred Beaver 1942 World War II Registration: Age 58; Home at 1807 Richmond Road, Dongan Hills, Staten Island, NY 
Employed by Ernest Flagg of Flagg Place, Dongan Hills, Staten Island, NY.61 
 

 
Will of Ernest Flagg (07 Jun 1940; 21 Apr 1947), Richmond County, NY Wills, Volume 46-47, 1945-1947, page 221.62 

 
61 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7881197:1002  
62 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12410077:8800  



Copyright ©2024, Goodrich Family Association. May be photocopied for educational and personal use only.

Volume 21, Issue 1, Page 33 
 

 

 
Will of Ernest Flagg (07 Jun 1940), Richmond County, New York Wills, Volume 46-47, 1945-1947, page 221.63 
Bequeaths to wife Margaret (Bonnell) Flagg the home at 209 Flagg Place, Staten Island; contents of home at 109 E 40th St., Manhattan. 
Bequeaths the home at 1807 Richmond Road, Dongan Hills, Staten Island, New York to occupant Alfred Beaver (home photo page 11). 
Bequeaths lifetime minimum annual incomes $4,000 (1940/$88,000 in 2024) to wife Margaret, daughter Margaret ($8,000/$176,000 total). 
Designates Brooklyn Trust Company as Executor and son-in-law / daughter John and Betsey (Flagg) Melcher as Co-Executors. 

 
63 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12410077:8800  
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Will of Ernest Flagg (07 Jun 1940), Richmond County, New York Wills, Volume 46-47, 1945-1947, page 222.64 
Son-in-law John Melcher was removed as executor of the will and replaced by Boyd E. Wilson on 13 Nov 1945. 
Will proved on 21 Apr 1947; daughter Margaret “Betsey” (Flagg) Melcher died exactly 44 years later on 21 Apr 1991. 
 

 
64 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12410077:8800  
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Household Head Alfred Beaver in the 1950 US Census of Dongan Hills, Richmond, Staten Island, New York (19 Apr 1950):65 
Alfred E. Beaver (age 67); Retired  
Wife Florence Beaver (age 59), 
Son Alfred E. Beaver (age 38; Sales Manager Rubber Products Manufacturing),  
Son-in-law John W. Sweeney (age 42; Paint Chemistry Superintendent) 
Daughter Beatrice Sweeney (age 39; Dental Assistant for Federal Government) 
Granddaughter Joan Sweeney (age 19) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
65 Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/282464789:62308   
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The Felsham Goodrich Mystery: Published Genealogical Components 
A full account of the Felsham Goodrich Mystery described will be provided in the annual full 
April 25 DNA Day issue, including a full update of the Goodrich Surname DNA Project. In this 
issue, the perceived potential contributing published passages will be provided and, if of interest, 
the mystery and its resolution can be pursued by readers. Three other genealogists are involved: 
Mary Lovering Holman (1868-1947),66 daughter Winifred Lovering Holman (1899-1989),67 and 
their archivist connection in England, Lillian Jane Redstone (1885-1955).68 
 
(Ernest Flagg-1926):69 “In the collection of data, no pains have been spared, in which task the writer has 
had the best obtainable assistance. Original documents were examined by the most skillful genealogists 
and much hitherto unpublished information brought to light. Owing to the great amount of painstaking 
labor thus expended, the writer is now able to say that, in most cases, the genealogical sheets contain more 
reliable and fuller information, within the bounds set, than can be found in any other single place 
concerning the families to which they refer.” 
 

(Ernest Flagg-1926):70 “GOODRICH. William Goodrich 

1 of Wethersfield was son of John Goodrich 

a, of 
Bury St. Edmunds, co. Suffolk, Clothier, whose will is dated April 14, 1632. In it he mentions two sons 
named William the elder and William 

1 the younger. His wife’s name was Margery 

a. His father was 
2. William Goodrich 

b of Hessett, b. abt. 1570. Will dated 1631, He was perhaps son of  
3. Adam Goodrich 

c of Felsham, b. abt. 1540. Will dated 1596-7. His father was 
4. Robert Goodrich 

d of Felsham, b. abt. 1515, exec. 1554. Inherited homestead in Felsham, in subsidy at  
    Felsham, 1568. He was son of 
5. John Goodrich 

e of Felsham, b. abt. 1490. On subsidy, 1523. Will, 1554. He was probably descended  
    from Robert Goodrich of Felsham who was on subsidy of 1327.” 
 

(Winifred Lovering Holman-1938):67 “WILLIAM GOODRICH of Hessett, Suffolk, England, born about 
1550, probably in Suffolk, died in Hessett, in October 1631, ‘Sepulti, Gulielmus Gotheridge sepult vicesimo 
quarto Octobris,’ testate. He married, by 1575, or earlier, Margaret - - -, probably the mother of all his 
children, who die there in March 1630-31, ‘Sepulti Margaret Gutterich sepult: Marcij vicesimo secund,’ 
leaving no recorded estate.  
 

Boyd’s Suffolk Marriage Index, on file at the Ipswich Public Library in Suffolk, gives these early William 
Goodrich marriages; ante 1600: 
 1568, Wm. Goodrich and Margaret Richardson at Felsham. 
 1576, Wm. Goodrich and Joan Wilby at Holbrook. 
 1578, Wm. Goodrich and Eunice Green at Bardwell. 
 1597, Wm Goodrich and Alce Robinson at Bury (St. James). 

 
66 Ancestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and his Wife Frances Helen Miller, Mary Lovering Holman, Vol. 1 (1948), pages 181-187:  
    https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89067408831&seq=205  
67 Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, Winifred Lovering Holman (1938), page 14: 
    https://digital-americanancestors-org.nehgs.idm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15869coll35/id/6964/rec/7   
68 Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, Winifred Lovering Holman (1938), page 15: 
    https://digital-americanancestors-org.nehgs.idm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15869coll35/id/6965/rec/7    
69 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926), preface on page 3:  
    https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=4&viewer=picture&o=info&n=0&q=  
70 Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in That Undertaking, Ernest Flagg (1926), page 317:  
    https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/viewer/173883/?offset=#page=344&viewer=picture&o=info&n=0&q=  
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The first marriage given above – that of William Goodrich and Margaret Richardson in Felsham in 1568 
is of interest in view of the fact that William’s wife was named Margaret as early as 1577 and that his will 
of April 1631 also names wife Margaret.* (* Felsham Registers begin in 1656). 
 

Now Flagg’s ‘Founding of New England,” published in 1926, suggests that this William of Hessett was 
son of an Adam of Felsham, whose will was dated 1596-97. A Robert appears on the Subsidy Returns for 
Felsham in 1327, and a John of same, appears there on the Return of 1524 as ‘Godryche” being taxed then 
on goods. Flagg states that the latter drew his will in 1554 and was the father of a Robert, who served as 
the executor in 1554 and appears on the Return of 1568 as of Felsham as ‘Godryche’ being taxed £5 in 
land. If this hypothesis should prove correct, we would have the lineage of our William as William5 (Adam4, 
Robert3, John2, Robert1 of Felsham and Hessett. However, we are on sure ground when we start with a 
search of the Hessett records as see the evidence from the papers contained in the Private Controversies 
at Hartford on the previous pages, in addition to which we have the will of William Goodrich of Hessett, 

dated 4 April 1631, proved 2 February 1631-32, the grandfather of the emigrants…71 
 

Miss Redstone covered the parish registers of Hessett from its beginning until 1640 and made not of all 
Goodrich entries, she also extended the search of burials to 1654 in order to see if William’s daughters 
were buried there – Susan Beamond and Elizabeth Clarke – and covered the years of 1678 and 1698 for 
Reverend William (the Younger) and his widow. The Church Chest (said to be 14th century) was examined 
for rate books, certificates and charchwarden’s accounts prior to 1640. There are few certificates of 
removal. The Goodrich family do not occur with those who frequently hold office as churchwardens, 
overseers, constables and the like. The one deed in which William Gooderiche appears as a feofee, in 1585, 
concerns two acres of meadow or town land; this was possibly land called ‘Cotys’ which had been 
bequeathed to the ‘town’ of Hessett in 1500: 
 

Deed of Edmund Nun, clerk, 16 November 1585, enfeoffing Edmund Bacon of Hessett and a number of 
others of one meadow of two acres, the names of the feofees include that of ‘William Gooderiche…’ 
 

Hessett Parish Register 
…Baptizati 1566, Susanna filia Adama & Anne Goodrich eodem die anno (decimo quinto Aprilis) 
Baptizati 1568, Johannes filius Adami & Anne Goodrich Octavo Septembris 
[No entries 1569-1574] 
1577, Baptizati, Robertus filius Willmi & Margarete Goodrich quinte Maij 
1580, Baptizati, Gulielmus filius Gulielmi & Margarete Goodrich undecimo Septembris 
1579, Sepulti, Elizabetha alias Isabella Goodrich vidua Nono Augusti 
1583, Baptizati, Henricus filius 3 Willmi & Margarete Goodrich duodecimo January [1583-84] 
1591, Baptizati, Susanna filia Willi & Margarete Goodrich Tricesimo Maij 
1594, Nupti, Johannes Goodrich de Bradfield cob vid. & Maria How vidua undecimo Decembris 
1608, Nupti, Willimus Gutteredge (et Barbara Cole) [struck] duxit in uxorem Barbara Cole 16 die Maij 
1609, Baptizati, [blank] filius Willmi Goodritche [before 1 October] 
1619, Baptizati, Robertus filius Willmi Goodritche et Barbaria uxoris eius baptizatus fuit vicesimo non die Augusttij. 
1630, Sepulti, Margaret Guuterich sepult: Marcij vicesimo secund [1630-31] 
1631, Sepulti, Gulielmus Gotheridge sepult vicesimo quarto Octobris 
1645, Sepulti, Gulielmus Gutrige sepultus fuit 7° Augusti 

1678, Gulielmus Goodrich Cler. Sepult Jun. 17°…  

 
71 Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, Winifred Lovering Holman (1938), pages 15-16: 
    https://digital-americanancestors-org.nehgs.idm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15869coll35/id/6965/rec/7  
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…(page 20) Children probably all born in Hessett:72 
 

i. Robert, baptized 5 May 1577, Hessett, not named in will. 
 

ii. William, baptized 11 September 1580, named in will; married 16 May 1608, Hessett, Barbara Cole. He was probably the 
William who was buried 7 August 1645, Hessett. Children (Goodrich), (1) ___, baptized 1609, Hessett; (2) ?William, 
baptized 3 December 1616, St. James, Bury; (3) Robert, baptized 29 August 1619, Hessett. 

 

iii. Henry, baptized 12 January 1583-84, Hessett, not named in will. A Henry m. Joan Troston in 1616, Suffolk, and a Henry 
married 5 February 1618, St. James, Bury, Rose Howe. Children (Goodrich), (1) Margaret, under 24 in 1632; (2) William, 
under 24 in 1632. These two children are named in their uncle John’s will of April 1632, vide post. 

 

iv. Susan, baptized 30 May 1591, Hessett, named in will; married (1) 1618, John Lock at Lawshall, Suffolk; she married (2), 
1628, John ‘Beamis’ or Beamond at Bradfield Combust. She had two children by her first husband. 

 

v. JOHN, born circum 1595; married Margery Howes. 
 

vi. Elizabeth, born about 1600, named in will; married 25 July 1623, Bradfield St. George, Philip Clarke. 
 

(page 21) JOHN GOODRICH, son of William of Hessett, of Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, England, Clothier, 
born about 1595, died in Bury and buried there, St. Mary’s 21 April 1632, ‘Mr Jn Gooderich clothier,’ 
testate. He married in Bury, St. James, 7 August 1615, Margery Howes, who was living when he drew his 
will, 14 April 1632, the problem of her identity being as yet unsolved, (sister of Jone [How] Coats].… 

…(pages 27-28) Children, probably all born near Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk,73 

i. WILLIAM THE ELDER, under 21 in 1632, probably born about 1615, married in 1648, Sarah Marvin; AN EMIGRANT. 
 

ii. JOHN, under 21 in 1632, probably born about 1616, or perhaps a twin of his elder brother and if so, born about 1615; 
married, first, about 1644, Elizabeth _____; and secondly, in 1674, Mary (Foote) Stoddard; AN EMIGRANT. 
 

iii. William, the Younger, born in 1617, died 17 June 1678, Hessett, testate, ---‘1678 Gulielmus Goodrich Cler. sepult Jun. 17°,’ 
(Hessett Register). He married Rebecca _____, who died 18 November 1698 (not recorded at Hessett). For his estate and its 
final settlements by his nephew in New England, vide ante, pp 2-13. His name appears in the Bury St. Edmund’s Grammar 
School List, by Sydenham Hervey: p. 163, ‘#120, Goodrich, William, son of John Goodrich of Bury St. Edmunds, draper, 7 
years at Bury under Dickenson; Adm. Caius Coll, April 1634, ae 17; B.A. 1638.’ This school was founded in 1550 out of an 
older endowment, but the lists extant date only from 1634. We also have his record from Cantabrigiensis: ‘Goodericke, 
WILLIAM, Adm. sizar (ae 17) at Caius, 15 Apr. 1634, son of JOHN, draper, born at Bury St. Edmunds, school: Bury, matrix, 
1634, B.A. 1637-8, perhaps of Hessett, Suff., clerk; will (Arch. Sudbury) 1678. (Venn, 1:313)’ Note that this authority states 
that was born in Bury. Copinger’s Suffolk Records reveal a Request for license for William Goodrich and his house at 
Hessett, 1672, Presbyterian (S.P. 25, License 197). The Subsidy Return for 1674, lists at Hessett in Thedwastre, Mr. 
Goodrich. An account of this Rev. William appears in Rev. A. G. Matthews’ ‘Calamy Revised’ (Clarendon Press 1934), pp. 
226-7, which shows that he was Vicar of Cranbrook, Kent.* (*Annals of Cranbrook Church (1870) by Tarbutt, 3d Lecture, 
pp 38-42, gives considerable data about this William Goodrich, minister of the gospel there from January 1652 until the end 
of November 1662, which disproves Johnson’s assertions about him and quotes at length from Edmund Calamy’s ‘Account 
of the Ejected or Silenced Ministers,’ editions of 1713 and 1727. Dr. Calamy spoke of him as ‘a man of great piety.’ While 
Goodrich was Vicar there, the registers of births or baptisms, marriages and burials were separated), 1654-1662, and had 
previously been Vicar of Steeple, Essex, was ejected as an Unconformist from Cranbrook in 1662, was presented for non-
attendance at church; retired to Hessett in 1669, preaching there; his house licensed (Presbyterian) in 1672, etc., was 
educated at Bury, admitted Caius College, Cambridge, 15 April 1634, aged 17. (He evidently had no issue when he drew his 
will, 12 May 1677; his property went to his elder brother, John, who died in 1680 and whose fourth son, Jonathan, finally 
inherited the same). 
 

iv. Jeremy, probably born about 1620, named in father’s will in 1632, no further mention found.  

 
72 Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, Winifred Lovering Holman (1938), page 20: 
    https://digital-americanancestors-org.nehgs.idm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15869coll35/id/6972/rec/7  
73 Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, Winifred Lovering Holman (1938), pages 27-28: 
    https://digital-americanancestors-org.nehgs.idm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15869coll35/id/6982/rec/7   
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(page 30A) The baptism of John, son of John, 22 March 1617-18, may apply to John the immigrant, but 
this is uncertain. The baptism and burial in 1619 of the Henry, son of John, may apply to a brother of John 
the immigrant. The baptism of William, son of John, 13 February 1621-22, apparently does not apply to 
either William the Elder (born ante 1617) or William the Younger (said to have been born in 1617). As a 
John had son Jeremie, born in June 1627 and a John had daughter, Mary, born the following January 
1627-28, it is evident that there were two Johns having children after the burial of John, the gentleman, in 
October 1626. Hence there seems some probability that the baptism of Jeremie, 24 June 1627, son of John, 

may apply to Jeremy, youngest brother of the immigrants, and born after 1617, and before 1632.74 
 
Briefly, one or more John Goodrichs were fathers of these children (page 30B) baptized at St. Mary’s, Bury 

St. Edmunds, Suffolk, 1590-1642:75 
 
Rose, 20 September 1590. 
Henry, 6 April 1595. 
Elizabeth, 21 March 1596-97. 
Martha, 26 February 1597-98. 
Benjamin, 20 January 1600-01. 
Anne, 17 January 1601-02. 
Susan, 9 February 1602-03. 
Mary, 24 May 1605. [? buried 18 June 1616, daughter John, Alderman] 
Katerine, 1 March 1696-07. [? buried 28 April 1607, of John.] 
Francis, 6 May 1610. 
Robert, 20 March 1612-13. [? buried 13 June 1616, son of John, Alderman] 
Thomas, 14 April 1615, of Mr. John. 
John, 22 March 1617-18. 
Henry, 14 November 1619. [? buried 28 November 1619, of John.]  
William, 13 February 1621-22. 
Robert, 7 July 1626. 
Jeremie, 24 June 1627. 
Mary, 2 January 1627-28. 
Margaret, 8 December 1630. 
Caterin, 9 May 1633. 
Sarah of Mr. John was buried, 27 October 1624.” 
 
 

(Simon Neal-2023 Translation of Entire 16 Nov 1585 Deed of Edmund Nunn)76 
16 Nov 27 Eliz. A.D. 1585 
 

Edmund Nunn, clerk, to Edmund Bacon, esquire, and others: Feoffment of 2 acres of meadow. Town Mead. 
No particular purpose mentioned. 

 
74 Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, Winifred Lovering Holman (1938), page 30A: 
    https://digital-americanancestors-org.nehgs.idm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15869coll35/id/6989/rec/7    
75 Goodrich of Wethersfield, compiled for Chauncey Devereux Stillman, a Descendant, Winifred Lovering Holman (1938), page 30B: 
    https://digital-americanancestors-org.nehgs.idm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15869coll35/id/6990/rec/7  
76 Simon Neal Historical Research and Ancient English and Latin Translations: Research Services — Simon Neal (nealresearch.co.uk) 
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To all Christians, to whom this present deed shall come, Edmund Nunne, clerk, greetings in the Lord 
everlasting. Know you that I, the aforesaid Edmund Nunne, according to the force, form and effect of a 
certain act or statute, made, issued and provided in the Parliament at the time of lord Richard III, late King 
of England, in the first year of his reign, and being in my full and peaceful seisin and possession, have 
given, granted, delivered and by this my present deed confirmed to Edmund Bacon of Heggesete in the 
county of Suffolk, esquire, and Edmund Bacon, gentleman, his son, John Bacon, gentleman, and George 
Bacon, gentleman, his son, Jasper Sharpe and Roger his son, Roger Bradestede and John his son, George 
Scott and Robert his son, William Hoo and Edmund his son, Richard Hoo and Robert his son, John Hoo, 
William Gooderiche and Robert his son, John Halydaye and George his son, Roger Bawly and Roger his 
son, Richard Sharpe and Thomas Nunne of Heggesete, aforesaid, one meadow with all its appurtenances, 
containing by estimation two acres, or more or less, lying and being in Heggesett, aforesaid, viz between 
the lands of the said Edmund Bacon, esquire, on both sides, the south side thereof abutting upon the close 
of the said Edmund Bacon called Stonhams, and the north side thereof abutting upon another close of the 
said Edmund Bacon called Lytelfeld. To have and to hold the aforesaid meadow with all its appurtenances 
to the aforesaid Edmund Bacon and Edmund Bacon, his son, John Bacon and George Bacon, his son, 
Jasper Sharpe and Roger his son, Roger Bradestede and John his son, George Scott and Robert his son, 
William Hoo and Edmund his son, Richard Hoo and Robert his son, John Hoo, William Gooderiche and 
Robert his son, John Halyday and George his son, Roger Bawly and Roger his son, Richard Sharpe and 
Thomas Nunne, their heirs and assigns forever, to the use and behoof of the same Edmund, Edmund, John, 
George, Jasper, Roger, Roger, John, George, Robert, William, Edmund, Richard, Robert, John, William, 
Robert, John, George, Roger, Roger, Richard and Thomas, their heirs and assigns forever, of the chief 
lords of that fee by the services thereupon due and lawfully accustomed forever by these presents. In 
testimony of which matter, to this my present deed I have affixed my seal. Dated on the 16th day of the 
month of November in the 27th year of the reign of our lady Elizabeth, by the grace of God queen of 
England, France and Ireland, defender of the faith, etc., 1585. By me Anthony Rous, clerk, attorney of the 
abovesaid Edmund. 
 

(Mary Lovering Holman-1948 [posthumous] Winifred Lovering Holman):77 “WILLIAM GOODRICH, 
the earliest ancestor to whom this family can be traced, was born probably in Suffolk, about 1545 and was 
buried in Hessett in that shire, 24 Oct. 1631, ‘Sepulti, Guglielmus Gotheridge vicesimo quarto Octobris.’ 
He married about 1670, Margaret _____, who was buried in Hessett, 22 Mar. 1630-31. She was apparently 
the mother of all of his children. 
 

The marriage of a William Goodrich and Margaret Richardson in Felsham in 1568 is given in the Suffolk 
Marriage Index at Ipswich. This is quite probably the marriage of William Goodrich of Hessett. It must be 
from a transcript as the earliest extant register of Felsham begins in 1656. It is stated that William was the 
son of an Adam Goodrich of Felsham whose will is dated 1596-97. Other records are stated to exist 
which, if substantiated, would give William the pedigree, Adam, Robert, John, Robert but the documents 
are not quoted and have not been found again… 
…The records of Hessett were searched, in a somewhat sketchy fashion, years ago and the results embodied 
in the Goodrich Genealogy. In 1938, much more exhaustive work was done.* (*By W. L. Holman, S.B., for 
C. D. Stillman Esq., who kindly allowed the data to be used. She has further material). This account is 

 
77 Ancestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and his Wife Frances Helen Miller, Mary Lovering Holman, Vol. 1 (1948), page 181:  
    https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89067408831&seq=205  



Copyright ©2024, Goodrich Family Association. May be photocopied for educational and personal use only.

Volume 21, Issue 1, Page 41 
 

 

based on that research and some additional work. It seems quite evident, to the present compiler, that John 
Goodrich was the eldest son of William. He may have been born in Felsham, if his mother belonged to that 
parish. In the lapse of so much specific data, conclusions have to be based on the customs of that time, the 
laws, etc., as well as from such vital records as may be unearthed… 
 

…Children, born probably in Suffolk:78 
 

i. JOHN, b. about 1575; prob. m. ______ ______, and MARGERY HOW 
 

ii. ROBERT, bapt. 5 May 1577, Hessett, not named in the will, prob. d. unm. 
 

iii. WILLIAM, bapt. 11 Sept. 1580, prob. bur. 7 Aug. 1645, Hessett; m. 16 May 1608, Hessett, BARBARA COLE. Left issue. 
 

iv. HENRY, bapt. 12 Jan. 1583-84, Hessett. He m. and prob. d. before 1631, as he is not named in his father’s will. He left 2      
children mentioned in his brother John’s will. 

 

v. SUSAN, bapt. 30 May 1591, Hessett; m. (1) in 1618, JOHN LOCK at Lawshall, Suffolk; she m. (2), in 1628, at Bradfield Combust, 
JOHN BEAMOND. She had children by John Lock, mentioned in her brother John’s will. 

 

vi. ELIZABETH, b. abt. 1595; m. 25 July 1623, Bradfield St. George, PHILIP CLARKE. 
 

JOHN GOODRICH (William), born, probably in Suffolk, about 1575, died in St. Mary’s parish, Bury St. 
Edmunds, being buried there, 21 Apr. 1632, ‘Mr. Jn Gooderich clothier.’ He probably had a first wife, by 
whom his eldest son John was born, and married secondly, in St. James’, Bury St. Edmunds, 7 Aug. 1615, 
MARGERY HOW or HOWES, who died between the 14 Apr. and the 16 May, 1632, and was sister of Jone 
(How) Coats. John Goodrich was about forty when he married Margery How, that is, if he were his father’s 
eldest son, and as he was undoubtedly his father’s heir and the law of primogeniture was strong in England, 
there can be no doubt that he was the eldest of the sons. He was probably born in his mother’s parish and 
if so, the law compelled his baptism there. The fact that John Sr.’s age coupled with the other fact that it is 
nearly impossible to have his son John, also undoubtedly the eldest son, born of the marriage to Margery, 
because of the birth of William-the-elder, in 1617, points to an earlier marriage. It is possible, but not 
probable, that he was Margery’s son…The rest of (his) long and carefully drawn will clearly indicates that 

his son John was his eldest son…Children, probably all born in Suffolk and…in Bury St. Edmund:79 
 

i. JOHN, b. after 1611; m. Elizabeth ______, and MARY (FOOTE) STODDARD. 
 

ii. WILLIAM-THE-ELDER, (Rev.), b. 1617, Bury St. Edmund, bur. 17 June 1678, Hessett, Suffolk; m. REBECCA _____ , WHO D. 18 

NOV. 1698. He is listed as a member of the Bury St. Edmunds Grammar School as ‘No. 120, Goodrich, William, son of John 
Goodrich of Bury St. Edmunds, draper, 7 years at Dickenson; Admitted Caius Coll,, April 1634, ae 17; B.A. 1638.’ The list 
of this school begins in 1634, so even if John was also educated there, there is no record. Rev. William Goodrich d.s.p. left 
his property in Hessett to his brother John’s eldest son, Joseph, with remainder to his next son, Jonathan, etc.; to his wife 
Rebecca an estate in Stow Market and at her death to his brother William Goodrich’s eldest son John, remainder to William, 
his second son, etc.; other property to the heirs of his two brothers (Manwaring’s Hartford Probate.) The correspondence 
proving the heirship of Jonathan is included with the account (ibid.). 
 

iii. HENRY, bapt. 28 [sic] Nov 1619, St. Mary’s, Bury St. Edmunds, bur. 14 Nov. 1619, there. 
 

iv. WILLLIAM (Ens.), bapt. 13 Feb. 1621-22; d. betw. Apr. 1675 and Nov. 1676, Wethersfield, Conn.; m. 4 Oct 1648, Hartford, 
Conn., SARAH MARVIN.* (*W. L. H. has further particulars regarding Ens. William and his eldest brother, John Goodrich.) 

 

v. JEREMIE, bapt. 24 June 1627, prob. d. y. (Named for Jeremy Stafford?)” 

 

 
78 Ancestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and his Wife Frances Helen Miller, Mary Lovering Holman, Vol. 1 (1948), pages 182-183:  
    https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89067408831&seq=205  
79 Ancestry of Colonel John Harrington Stevens and his Wife Frances Helen Miller, Mary Lovering Holman, Vol. 1 (1948), page 187:  
    https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=wu.89067408831&seq=211   
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Goodrich Surname DNA Project:  January 2024 Summary Update 
~ Editor 

 

The Goodrich Surname DNA Project has: 93 Y-STR kits, 58 mt-DNA kits, 94 Family Finder kits, and 
46 kits with a confirmed Y-SNP haplogroup. 
A major advance in Y-SNP testing that became available in 2013-2014 is NGS Y-SNP testing. Recall that 
the Ensign William1 Goodrich group has the Y-SNP signature (in condensed order by ancient to recent 
left-to-right): 

 E-M78, E-V13, E-CTS5856, E-BY3880, E-FGC5018, E-Z16242, E-L1019, E-FGC19308 
 
Additional geographic diversification of Non-Goodrich E-Z16242 has occurred recently. E-Z16242 has 
been seen so far in Brazil and Puerto Rico (likely from Portugal or Spain), and Armenia, and most recently 
has been found in Azerbaijan, Turkey and Hungary.  
 
More details will be provided in the 25 April 2024 newsletter. 

 

 


