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Part II: Goodridge/Goodrich Ancestry of John-9 Pearl Goodrich and William-1 Goodridge 
~ Editor 

 

The editor recently had an unusual, recurring experience that led to a search for a Goodrich 
descendant, Dr. John Pearl Goodrich, MD (b. 1894), a medical doctor at St. Andrews Hospital in 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine who married twice but had no known children, and so no descendants.1  
Research revealed that Dr. John Pearl Goodrich descends from immigrant William-1 Goodridge 
of Watertown, Massachusetts.  His Goodridge ancestry became Goodrich when it moved from 
Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts to Enfield, Grafton, New Hampshire between 1790 and 1800, 
and then it moved to Orange County, Vermont where he was born and resided before 1920.1   
 

Research of Dr. John Pearl Goodrich published in this issue provided an opportunity to utilize 
The Goodridge Genealogy (1918),2 for an ancestry with 1 generation born in New Hampshire 
and 3 generations born in Vermont; usually a daunting genealogical tracking scenario.  Though 
The Goodridge Genealogy is criticized for inaccuracies in the English history for the immigrant 
William-1 Goodridge/Goodrich of Watertown, including a mistaken emphasis on the Goodridge 
surname,3 its information for his line was consistently ~80% accurate (Figure 17; page 41).    
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Ancestral Generations 1-4 of John-9 Pearl Goodrich in The Goodridge Genealogy 
~Editor 

 

JEREMIAH-4, JEREMIAH-3, JEREMIAH-2, WILLIAM-1 GOODRIDGE (The Goodridge Genealogy)4 
15. JEREMIAH-4 GOODRIDGE (Jeremiah-3, Jeremiah-2, William-1) was born in Newbury, Mass., 
 December 26, 1708. After his marriage, he purchased a home of Samuel Lowell on the Bradford  
  road, where he and his wife spent their lives. He married ABIGAIL LOWELL, born in Newbury 
 January 2, 1715, daughter of Joseph and Mary (Hardy) Lowell; intention November 3, 1738 and 
 married January 18, 1739. Benjamin Lowell, a brother of Abigail, possessed a considerable fortune 
 and died unmarried and intestate. His property was divided equally among six heirs, of whom Abigail 
 was one.  
  

 Children, all born in Newbury: 
31. i. Joseph-5, b. Dec. 7, 1739. 
 ii. William-5, b. Oct. 22, 1741; d. in infancy. 
32. iii. Ezekiel-5, b. Sept. 13, 1744. 
 iv. Barnard-5, b. June 30, 1746; m. in Newbury Sept. 28, 1768 Sarah Carr, widow, of Newbury. 
33. v. ABIEL-5, b. May 23, 1750. 

vi. Abigail-5, b. Nov. 9, 1752; probably m. William Bowley of Newbury Mch 13, 1791; had a  
 dau. Abigail, b. in Newbury, Jan. 16, 1792. 
vii. William-5, b. Sept. 24, 1756; probably d. young; disappears from the record. 

 

6. JEREMIAH-3 GOODRIDGE (Jeremiah-2, William-1) was born in Newbury, Mass., September 4, 1667,  
 and was living there with his wife in 1741. He married in Newbury in 1703 MARY ROWE.  
  

 Children, all born in Newbury: 
 i. Mary-4, b. Sept. 27, 1704; d. in Newbury unm Mch. 1, 1773. 
 ii. William-4, b. July 30, 1707; m. in Newbury Feb. 5, 1734 Elizabeth Pillsbury, b. in Newbury  
  June 26, 1707, dau. of Joseph and Elizabeth (Godfrey) Pillsbury. Joseph Pillsbury, in his  
  will, gave to Elizabeth (Pillsbury) Goodridge his daughter £60 and a cedar chest that was  
  her mother’s. 
15. iii. JEREMIAH-4, b. Dec. 26, 1708. 
16. iv. Ezekiel-4, b. June 3, 1713.  
 

3. JEREMIAH-2 GOODRIDGE (William-1) was born in Watertown, Mass., March 6, 1638. He settled in  
Newbury, Mass. where he died January 20, 1707. Isaac Whittier was a substitute for Jeremiah 
Goodridge at “Cape Breton and Eastward.” In his will, proved in Salem, Mass., March 9, 1682, 
Robert Adams gave to his daughter Mary (Adams) Goodridge one cow. He married in Newbury 
November 15, 1660 MARY ADAMS, born in Newbury, September 1, 1642, daughter of Robert and 
Eleanor (Wilmot) Adams. There is no record of her death. 

  

 Children, all born in Newbury: 
i. Mary-3, b. Nov. 21, 1663; m. Arthur Thresher in Newbury Apr. 21, 1684; had a daughter b.  

   in Newbury 1692; probably others. 
ii. William-3, b. Aug. 2, 1665; pressed into the service “to the Eastward” n 1688 by Governor 

Andros; d. in the army, unm. An administrator of his estate was appointed Feb. 11, 1700-1. 
 6. iii. JEREMIAH-3, b. Sept. 4, 1667. 

 iv. Sarah-3, b. Jan. 28, 1673; m. about 1690 John Grant of Newbury; four children. 
 v. Elizabeth-3, b. Feb. 27, 1678-79; m. John Cooper of Newbury, Oct. 10, 1715. 
 vi. Hannah-3, b. Nov. 15, 1681; m. in Newbury in 1704 John Pettengill, b. Sept. 21, 1654, son  
  of Richard and Joanna (Ingersoll) Pettengill who came from Staffordshire, Eng. in 1643. 
7. vii. John-3, b. May 26, 1685 
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1. WILLIAM-1 GOODRIDGE, whose English origin has been reviewed on preceding pages, came from 
Bury St. Edmunds, County Suffolk, England, where he was probably born May 18, 1605…  

 

(The following is inserted from p 64, with SG [edits]):5 It has been suggested with some apparent 
plausibility that William Gooderic[h], the second son of William Gooderic[h] of Hegessette, just 
mentioned, may have been the William Goodridge of Watertown. This is not inherently impossible, 
though in the absence of documentary proof the supposition must remain no more than 
supposition. But certain it is that if William Goodridge and William Gooderic[h] should be thus 
identified, the John Guttridge who was in Watertown in 1636 could not have been his brother, 
since John Gooderic[h] of Hegessette was never in this country… 

 

…He was settled in Watertown, Mass., with his wife Margaret and their infant daughter Mary in 
1636. In Bury St. Edmunds, as well as can now be ascertained, he was known under the name of 
Gutridge. In Watertown his name was generally spelled Gutteridge, and in the generations of his 
descendants immediately following, in Newbury, it became Goodridge, a form that, with few 
exceptions, has since been followed. 
 

At once, upon his arrival in this country, he became a leading man in the infant community and a 
considerable owner of property. At the time of his death he owned forty-three acres of land with 
buildings and personal property. He was admitted to be a freeman May 18, 1642. This right of 
freeman embraced the obligation of church membership, the privilege of franchise and a share in 
divisions of unoccupied land and other property thus far held in common. 
 

He was a man of much dignity, winning presence and gentlemanly bearing, and distinguished by 
kindliness in private life; a real leader, whose strong character and optimistic outlook were an uplift 
in those days of struggle, sacrifice and depression. This leadership was always in sympathy and 
support among those whose travail had been most severe. Gathering up and interpreting what has 
been said, it seems reasonably certain that his attitude toward life was a strong sense of leadership, 
dominated by a desire of helpfulness, neighborly sympathy and feeling of brotherhood. In short, he 
had all the attributes of a cultivated gentleman with noteworthy lineage and a look outward and 
upward rather than inward… 
 

… He died, in Watertown; March 21, 1647, and was buried in the cemetery near the homestall where 
he had spent the whole of his colonial life; but the exact location of his grave was long ago hopelessly 
forgotten. On April 3, 1647, Margaret Goodridge, widow, returned an inventory of the estate of her 
deceased husband, to the court in Boston…  

 

…He married, in England, about 1632, MARGARET, whose maiden name is not known, and she, with 
four children, survived him.  
 

In 1650 the widow Margaret Goodridge married John Hull, of Newbury, Mass., and thereafter 
resided in that town, where she concentrated her interests, selling her holdings in Watertown… 
 

John Hull died in Newbury, Mass., February 1, 1670, and Margaret survived him until February 3, 
1682. She divided her property equally among her four children, Mary, Jeremiah, Joseph and 
Benjamin. She had no children by her second husband. 
 

Children of William and Margaret Goodridge: 
 2. i. Mary-2, b. in Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolkshire, England, Jan. 8, 1633. 
 3. ii. JEREMIAH-2, b. in Watertown, Mass., Mch. 6, 1638. 
 4. iii. Joseph-2, b. in Watertown, Sept. 29, 1639. 
 5. iv. Benjamin-2, b. in Watertown, Apr 11, 1642. 
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Corroboration of Goodridge/Goodrich Ancestry of John-9 Pearl Goodrich 
~Editor 
 

JEREMIAH-4 GOODRIDGE: b. 26 Dec 1708 (Newbury, MA); s/o Jeremiah Goodridge and Mary 
Rowe (Figure 1); m. 18 Jan 1738/9 (Figure 3) ABIGAIL LOWELL b. 02 Jan 1715/6 (Newbury, 
MA; Figure 2); d/o Joseph and Mary Lowell. Neither death record was found. 
 

JEREMIAH-3 GOODRIDGE: on his published date of birth, 04 Sep 1667,4 in the Newbury, Essex, 
Massachusetts birth records, only the birth of one girl, Ruth Lowle, is recorded (Figure 4), 
followed by the 13 Sep 1667 birth of first cousin John-3 Goodridge, son of Joseph-2 Goodridge 
(Figure 4); no birth for Jeremiah-3 Goodridge s/o Jeremiah-2 Goodridge is recorded in Newbury. 
This was the most recent instance in which an uncorroborated date of birth was attributed to a 
post-immigrant ancestor of John-9 Pearl Goodrich in The Goodridge Genealogy. The intention of 
his marriage to Mary Roe dated 11 Dec 1703, in which his name is: Jeremiah Goodridge Jr, 
(Figure 5), connects him to his parents, since in Newbury there was one Jeremiah-2 Goodridge, 
son of William-1 Goodridge, and connects him to his wife MARY ROWE. No birth record for 
Mary Rowe, or death record for Jeremiah-3 Goodridge or his wife Mary, have been found. 
 

JEREMIAH-2 GOODRIDGE: b. 06 Mar 1637/8 (Watertown, MA); s/o William Goodridge and wife 
Margaret (Figure 6); m. on 15 Nov 1660 (Newbury, MA) MARY ADAMS (Figure 7). Though 
wife Mary Adams has a published date of birth 01 Sep 1642, the record has not been found. Her 
connection to parents Robert and Eleanor (Wilmot) Adams is revealed in his will.4 The published 
date of death 20 Jan 1706/7 for Jeremiah-2 Goodridge4 has not been corroborated. 
 

WILLIAM GOODRICH III/WILLIAM-1 GOODRIDGE: postulated eldest son of William Goodrich II 
(bp. 11 Sep 1580; Figure 10) of Hessett and Barbara Cole (m. 16 May 1608; Figure 11). By 
family tradition: eldest sons Robert (b. 1577) of William Goodrich I (b. ~1545) of Hessett and 
Robert (b. ~1563) of Adam Goodrich (b. ~1536) of Felsham both had as their namesake 
grandfather Robert Goodrich (b. ~1505) of Felsham, and eldest son William Goodrich the Elder 
(b. ~1616) of John Goodrich of Bury St. Edmunds (b. ~1587) had as his namesake grandfather 
William Goodrich I of Hessett.6 
 

So William Goodrich III was named after paternal grandfather William Goodrich I of Hessett. 
Even if named after his father, the eldest son of William Goodrich II baptized at St. Ethelbert-
Hessett 11 Jun 1609 (Figure 11) was William Goodrich III; brother of Robert (bp. 29 Aug 1619; 
Figure 12); first cousin of Bury St. Edmunds brothers John II (bp. 1618) and William Goodrich 
the Younger (bp. 1622).7 

 

William Goodrich III m. MARGARET BUTTERFIELD on 19 Aug 1631 at Woolverstone, Suffolk, 
England (Figure 13); there were born William IV; baptized 04 Oct 1632 (Figure 14) and buried 
30 Apr 1633 (Figure 15), and Mary, baptized 21 Aug 1634 (Figure 14).8 They came to America 
~1635 and there were born Jeremiah b. 06 Mar 1637/8 (Figure 6), Joseph b. 29 Sep 1639, and 
Benjamin b. 11 Apr 1643.9  
 

William-1 Goodridge died before an indenture dated 08 May 1645, executed by Samuel Thatcher 
and his widow, by which his second son Joseph became an apprentice.10 The inventory of his 
estate was dated 03 Apr 1647, after which his widow Margaret married Captain John Hull in 
1650, and with him and her sons moved to Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts and lived there until 
her death on 03 Feb 1682/3 (Figure 16).11 
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Figure 1. Birth of Jeremiah-4 Goodridge in Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts (last visible entry).12 
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Figure 2. Birth of Abigail Lowell in Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts (last visible entry).13 
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Figure 3. Marriage of Jeremiah-4 Goodridge and Abigail Lowell in Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts.14 
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Figure 4. Birth of Ruth Lowle; the only birth on 04 Sep 1667 in Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts, followed by the 

birth of John-3 Goodridge, son of Joseph-2 Goodridge, on 13 Sep 1667.15 
 

 
 

Figure 5. Jeremiah-3 Goodridge-Mary Roe 11 Dec 1703 intention at Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts.16 
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Figure 6. Birth of Jeremiah-2 Goodridge in Watertown, Middlesex, Massachusetts (last record).17 
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Figure 7. Marriage of Jeremiah-2 Goodridge and Mary Adams in Newbury, Essex, Massachusetts.18 
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Figure 8.  St. Ethelbert-Hessett 1564-1568 partial transcript:  baptism Susan Goodrich 1566, John Goodrich 1568.19  
Other entries not shown were each centered on their respective surname capital letters. When William Goodrich I 
married Margaret Richardson at St. Peters-Felsham on 07 Nov 1568, older brother Adam Goodrich and wife Anne 
lived in Hessett. Children of Adam Goodrich by Anne and 2nd wife Katherine were baptized at St. Peters-Felsham 
after the will of Robert Goodrich of Felsham was proved on 22 Feb 1569/70.  
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Figure 9. St. Ethelbert-Hessett 1569-1575 partial transcript:  no entries 1569-1574; no Goodrich entries in 1575.19   

A disproven20 theory is that John Goodrich, father of immigrants John-1 Goodrich and William-1 Goodrich 
of Wethersfield, Connecticut, was the eldest son of William Goodrich I of Hessett, so born ~1570-1574. 
William and Margaret (Richardson) Goodrich could have had daughters baptized at Hessett in 1570-1574 
who did not survive until the will of William Goodrich I of Hessett was drafted on 04 Apr 1631, but not 
sons, since a Hessett feoffment deed dated 06 Oct 1585 named William Goodrich and Robert his son, 21 
revealing the eldest son of William Goodrich I of Hessett was then Robert, who was not named in his will. 
Subsequent baptisms at St. Ethelbert-Hessett also reveal the order of sons of William Goodrich I was: 
Robert, William, Henry; baptisms of youngest son-principal heir John in ~1587 and daughter Elizabeth 
were not listed. By tradition, Robert was named after paternal grandfather Robert Goodrich of Felsham. 22 
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Figure 10.  St. Ethelbert-Hessett 1576-1580 partial transcript: William Goodrich II baptism, burial of the widow    
Elizabeth “Isabella” Goodrich:19  

“Baptisms 1580 G William 2nd son of William & Margaret Goodrich on the 11th of September 1580.” 19 

“Burials 1579 Elizabeth aka Isabella Goodrich widow 9th of August 1579 G.” 19  Widow, Robert Goodrich-Felsham.  
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Figure 11.  St. Ethelbert-Hessett 1608-1609 partial transcript:  William Goodrich II m. Barbara Cole 16 May 1608. 
The 11 Jun 1609 baptism of (____) Goodrich III; whose namesake by tradition would be William Goodrich I.  
 “1608 William Gutteredge took as his wife Barbara Cole on the 16th of May” 19 

“1609  _______ son of William Goodrich was baptized on the 11th of June ____ G” 19 
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Figure 12.  St. Ethelbert-Hessett 1618-1619 partial transcript:  the 29 Aug 1619 baptism of Robert Goodrich, son of 
William and Barbara (Cole) Goodrich. 
“1619 Robert, son of William Goodreg and Barbara was baptized the 29th of August 1619.” 19 
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Figure 13. St. Michael-Woolverstone partial transcript: William Goodrich III married Margaret Butterfield:23 
“1631 #2 William Goodrich and Margaret Butterfield, both single, were married the 19th of August” 23 
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Figure 14. St. Michael-Woolverstone partial transcript: baptisms of William Goodrich IV and Mary Goodrich: 23 
“1632 #4 William son of William Goodrich was baptized the 4th of October.” 23  
“1634 #3 Marie daughter of Will. Goodrich was baptized the 21st of August.” 23 
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Figure 15. St. Michael-Woolverstone partial transcript: burial of William Goodrich IV in 1633: 23 
“1632 #4 William son of William Goodrich was buried the 30th of April.” 23 

(Note: since the 30 Apr 1633 burial was after 25 Mar 1633, the number should have been 1633 #1 rather 1632 #4). 
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Figure 16. Death of twice-widowed Margaret (Butterfield-Goodrich) Hull in Newbury, Essex, MA.24 
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Figure 17. Accuracy of The Goodridge Family (1918) for ancestors of Dr. John Pearl Goodrich is ~80%  

     (45/56) if only the instances of incorrect, or uncorroborated data are counted as errors, while  
     data that is reasonably accurate, or even a lack of data, are not counted as errors. The accuracy  
     (45/56) for generations 1-4 is identical to what was observed (45/56) for generations 5-8.25 
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William-1 Goodridge of Watertown and the Wethersfield Goodrich Brothers in 1635-1636  
~ Editor 

 

Published speculations concerning the relationship of William-1 Goodridge of Watertown and 
John-1 and William-1 Goodrich of Wethersfield began with Bond’s footnote conjecture in 1855.26 
Clement Chaplin, a Bury St. Edmunds chandler,27 was entrusted by John Goodrich the Clothier 
of Bury St. Edmunds in his 1632 will as the guardian of his soon-to-be orphaned sons.28 
 

This included control of the properties inherited by son/principal heir John II (bp. 1618), and the 
£300 total, inherited by sons William the Elder (b. ~1616/7),29 William the Younger (bp. 1622) 
and Jeremiah (bp. 1627),30 until each reached age 21.33 A further stipulation in the will was that 
if any son was uncooperative with Margerie, or with any other guardian (Clement Chaplin alone, 
since all others named declined) who took her place in the event of her death (occurred within a 
month after John died), the inheritance of the uncooperative son would be divided among his 
brothers.33 So from 1632-1635, Clement Chaplin had full cooperation of the Bury St. Edmunds 
brothers John Goodrich II and William the Younger Goodrich, and later from 1635-1639 of 
John-1 Goodrich and from 1635-1643 of William-1 Goodrich of Wethersfield, including when 
they lived in Cambridge, Massachusetts, east of Watertown, in 1635-1636 (Figures 18, 19).  
 

Clement Chaplin had arrived in Boston in 1635 on the Elizabeth and Ann, most likely with wife 
Sarah (Hinds) Chaplin, the daughter of a Bury St. Edmunds goldsmith,31 as an unlisted passenger 
(opined James Savage in 1860).32 Chaplin may have been attended by his wife,32 and even his 
immigrant charges John and William Goodrich, since children of Rev. Peter Bulkeley traveling 
under assumed names are said to have been on the same 1635 Elizabeth and Ann voyage32 that 
took Clement Chaplin and companions to Boston. In Cambridge in 1635/6, Rev. Peter Bulkeley 
owned 5 houses (Figure 20), and Clement Chaplin: 1) owned 3 houses, 2) was 1 of 9 men tasked 
23 Nov 1635 with ordering all business of Cambridge (Figure 20), and 3) lived ~1.4 miles from 
William-1 Goodridge, who lived on the north side of Mount Auburn Cemetery (Figure 19).33  
 

 
Figure 18. 1635 Cambridge resident map; Clement Chaplin owned 3 houses in Cambridge at the time.34  
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Figure 19. Watertown proprietor map portion (Bond);35 the Willliam-1 Gutterig lot is bordered in red at the northeast 
corner of the Mount Auburn Cemetery, which is shaded in green in the original map.36 As shown in the 
contemporary map below,37 in which the area, including streets, depicted in the 1635 resident map of Cambridge is 
outlined in blue near Harvard Square, the distance from Mount Auburn Cemetery to the west star is 1.2 miles, and to 
the east star is 1.5 miles; average 1.35 miles.93 This is the same distance, E-SE from William-1 Goodridge, as the 
distance SE from 1636 Wethersfield settler Thurston-1 Raynor (blue box in Watertown map) to William-1 Goodridge.  
The Watertown map in this figure is high resolution and can be viewed in greater detail at higher zoom 
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Figure 20. Cambridge, MA town meeting excerpts: 23 Nov 1635 (pp 13-14),38 and 08 Feb 1635/6 (pp 17, 18).39 
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If John Goodrich II and William Goodrich the Younger of Bury St. Edmunds did not accompany 
Clement Chaplin on the Elizabeth and Ann, then another possibility that could have brought  
them to Boston, and eventually Cambridge in a similar 1635/6 timeframe, would be if they came 
with the family of William Goodrich III of Woolverstone, and since the voyage that brought the 
family of William Goodrich III to America in ~1635/6 is not known, there would be no need to 
unravel assumed names on a passenger manifest. This would also be an alternative means by 
which Clement Chaplin could be joined in Massachusetts by his wife Sarah.  
 

The records of a Cambridge town meeting dated 08 Feb 1635/6 reveal that Clement Chaplin, 
who owned 3 houses in Cambridge (Figure 20),40 had charge of an additional male, of age and 
status suitable to take up the task of being a community shepherd (Figure 20; end of page 17):41   
 

Agreed with Mr. Chaplin that his man shall keep the goats, and to have three half-pence a 
week for one goat and a penny a week for wethers or kids, to begin next Monday.  
 

Possibly William Goodrich the Younger, then age 14, was apprenticed in animal husbandry this 
way, and if so he was a likely occupant of one of the houses Clement Chaplin owned. So where 
was his brother John, who by then was age 18? Or was it John who kept the goats in Cambridge? 
 

Meanwhile, in neighboring Watertown, Massachusetts, 3-acre meadow grants (1 acre per person 
or per £20-value cattle) were made in 1636-1637 to John Guttereg and William Guttereg.42 
William-1 Goodridge of Watertown had a homestead,43 a household of 3,44, 45 and by 1642 owned 
25 acre and 3 acre grants (1636-1637) made initially to John Goodridge, who had no homestead 
recorded at any time, and disappeared from the Watertown records after 1637.46  
 

Henry Bond, by 1855, implied that William Goodridge and John Goodridge were the same 
man,47 or John was John Goodridge of Boston admitted as Massachusetts freeman in 1642.48  
 

Next-generation-sequencing Y-SNP Y-DNA data (2015) involving known Y-descendants of 
William-1 Goodridge of Watertown, MA (G50), Thomas-1 Goodrich of Old Rappahannock, VA 
(G62), and William-1 Goodrich of Wethersfield, CT (G18)49 connects William-1 Goodridge to 
John-1 Goodrich and William-1 Goodrich of Wethersfield, who joined Clement Chaplin in 
Wethersfield in ~1636, soon after Clement Chaplin had been among the group that followed 
Rev. Thomas Hooker to settle in Hartford, Connecticut.  
 

Cambridge, Massachusetts and Hartford, Connecticut were twin communities named Newtown 
in the same sense as Watertown and Wethersfield were named Watertown, until all four 
communities achieved unique identities on 21 February 1636/7.50  
 

Though Clement Chaplin of Cambridge was among followers of Rev. Thomas Hooker who 
arrived in Hartford, Connecticut in 1636, Chaplin settled in Wethersfield as Ruling Elder and 
largest landowner;51 there assisted in farm labors by his charges, John and William Goodrich.  
 

This could explain how John disappeared from the records of Watertown in 1637, and the lands 
once granted to John belonged to William-1 Goodridge of Watertown in the 1642 inventory.52  
 

The 1644 Watertown land inventory still listed pre-1637 Wethersfield settlers Robert Seeley, 
Thurston Raynor, Andrew Ward and Nathaniel Foote,53, 54 though 1644 was actually three 
years after Andrew Ward and Thurston Raynor had been among those who left Wethersfield 
to follow Rev. Richard Denton to Stamford, Fairfield, Connecticut in 1641.55  
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Figure 21. English pedigree of William Goodrich III, who became William-1 Goodridge in America.56 
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Goodrich Surname DNA Project:  December 2018 Update 
~ Editor 

 

The Goodrich Surname DNA Project roster now includes: 78 Y-STR Y-DNA kits (including 
42 kits in the Felsham Goodrich haplogroup E-V13), 42 mtDNA kits, 71 Family Finder kits,    
4 Y-Elite + 4 Big Y NGS-SNP kits completed and 5 Y-Elite NGS-SNP kits in progress, 
and 4 YSEQ Felsham Goodrich panel single Y-SNP tests.   
 

Some recent developments since the April, 2018 update include the following: 
 

EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) Privacy Rules Implemented 25 May 2018 
The EU General Data Protection Regulations were approved 27 Apr 2016 and went into effect 
on 25 May 2018.  As a result of these regulations, the World Families Network, YSearch and 
MitoSearch websites were discontinued.  In some cases, proactive removal of personal 
information on websites, or discontinuation of doing business in affected areas in the EU, were 
begun at this time, even if the new EU privacy regulations did not actually require the changes.   
 

A message board post by Roberta Estes on her blog DNAExplained–Genetic Genealogy, and its 
recommendations, was uploaded on 14 May 2018 and explains in greater detail:57 
 

World Families Network, Ysearch and Mitosearch Bite the Dust – Thanks So Much GDPR 
Posted on May 14, 2018 
 
It’s a sad month. 
 

The core foundation of genetic genealogy is sharing. 
 

GDPR is NOT about sharing easily, and the GDPR hoops are onerous, to be charitable. I wrote about GDPR in 
the articles GDPR – It’s a Train and It’s a Comin’ and Common Sense and GDPR. 
 
One might say GDPR is at cross purposes with genealogy. It probably wasn’t intended that way, but so far, we’ve 
lost several resources due to GDPR, and it’s still not here yet. 
 

Add to the death list World Families Network, Ysearch and Mitosearch. 
 

The cost of GDPR compliance, necessary attorney fees along with the risk of the horrific fines of up to 4 million 
Euro is just too much for a small business or a non-profit. Additionally, non-EU businesses are required to retain 
a European Representative company that agrees to absorb some level of the risk for non-compliance. Try finding 
a company to do that. Not to mention the pain-in-the-butt-factor of the hoops that they would have to jump 
through if so much as one person complained. Bottom line – not worth it. 
 

Thanks so much GDPR. 
 

World Families Network 
Terry Barton, founder of World Families Network, a Y DNA project management company that consists primarily 
of Terry and his wife, sent an e-mail to the administrators of the projects they host saying that WFN is retiring 
and shutting down on May 23rd, two days before the GDPR date.  Here’s part of the e-mail to WFN 
administrators from Terry: 

 

We will delete the project sections of the WorldFamilies site on May 23, 2018, so please copy any information 
that you wish to save. You may wish to make a copy of your Home, Results, Patriarch, Discussion or other 
project pages. We can provide an empty excel spread sheet with columns preset to copy/paste your results page 
on request. For the other pages, you may want to copy/paste your info into a Word document. (Note: we won’t 
be able to “rescue” you if you miss the deadline, so please don’t wait too long.) 
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The projects hosted at World Families Network (WFN) will revert to their project pages at Family Tree DNA, 
so all is not lost, BUT, the information on the Patriarch’s pages as well as some of the information on the 
actual DNA results pages at WFN does not come directly from Family Tree DNA. Some WFN sites are not fed 
from the Family Tree DNA project pages at all, so fields like “Earliest Ancestor” at WFN may be blank 
at Family Tree DNA. That, of course, can be remedied, but won’t happen automatically. 
 

Many of the projects managed by WFN were abandoned, meaning they have no administrator. Some have 
administrators that preferred the WFN format to the Family Tree DNA format. One of the most popular features 
was the Patriarchs page where lineages of men with the project surname were listed. This feature was put in 
place before trees were available at Family Tree DNA – but the Patriarchs format serves as a one-glance 
resource and can be connected to the kit numbers on the DNA pages. 
 

Please, please, please do two things: 
 Visit the WFN surname links here for projects and scan the projects shown with “project site,” meaning 

they are WFN hosted, to see if any include your ancestral surnames. If SO, visit that WFN project site by 
clicking the link and record any information relevant to your family. 
 

 
 Consider adopting projects relevant to your surname. Most of these projects will need to be spruced up 

at Family Tree DNA, meaning they will need to be grouped and the Patriarch’s page will need to be copied 
onto one of the several available project pages at Family Tree DNA. Many of these projects are small and 
you can easily preserve information. Terry provides a list of orphaned projects here, but I don’t know if it’s 
current. I would reach out to Family Tree DNA at groups@familytreedna.com about any project listed as 
having a project site at WFN. Some projects have an administrator listed, but they are no longer active. 
For project administrators considering a private website, be aware per the GDPR requirements that you 
will constantly have to monitor the privacy settings at Family Tree DNA and assure that you are not 
displaying information for anyone who has selected, or changed their project setting from public to 
“project only.” Family Tree DNA automatically removes the project members data from a public display 
when they change settings or leave projects. 



Copyright ©2018 Goodrich Family Association. May be photocopied for educational and personal use only.

Volume 15, Issue 2, page 63 
 

 
 

Ysearch and Mitosearch 
On May 10th, on their Forum, a Family Tree DNA representative announced that Ysearch and Mitosearch will be 
shut down by month end. These databases were established in 2003 by Family Tree DNA for free, open sharing. 
 

 
 

While this announcement doesn’t state that it’s because of GDPR, that correlation probably isn’t coincidence. 
These two data bases have been on life support for some time now. They have been less immediately useful since 
other testing companies stopped Y and mitochondrial DNA testing, meaning that you could see all of your new 
matches at Family Tree DNA. 
 
One of their biggest benefits, even for Family Tree DNA customers, was that these were the two databases where 
everyone could compare actual marker values, not just see if they matched and genetic distance. 

 



Copyright ©2018 Goodrich Family Association. May be photocopied for educational and personal use only.

Volume 15, Issue 2, page 64 
 

 
 

Unfortunately, Ysearch and Mitosearch were the only locations left for people who uploaded from those now-
defunct databases. Of the 219,410 records in the Ysearch database, 25,521 are from sources other than Family 
Tree DNA. 
 

Originally, there were four public databases. The other two have been gone for some time, with these being the 
last two resources to go. This is truly a tragedy for the genetic genealogy community, because unlike the WFN 
departure where the projects are still available at Family Tree DNA – there is no alternative resource to Ysearch 
and Mitosearch. Gone is gone – especially for the 25,000+ results archived there from companies that are also 
gone meaning Relative Genetics, Oxford Ancestors, Ancestry’s now defunct Y DNA, Sorenson and others. 
 
Recently, Family Tree DNA fixed the captcha issue, but the sites are still not fully functional. I tried to retrieve 
information by searching by surname at Ysearch, and the search failed with an error. I don’t know if the problem 
now is the actual data base or the fact that the site is overwhelmed by people trying to do exactly what I was 
trying to do. 
 

As someone in the Family Tree DNA forum thread said: 
GDPR: The gift from Europe that just keeps on giving. 
 
Thank You 
As sad as I am to see both of these resources go, I want to publicly thank Terry and Marilyn Barton for their 
14 years of service to the genetic genealogy community and wish them well in their retirement. Hopefully they will 
have time to solve their own genealogy mysteries now. 
 

I also want to thank Family Tree DNA for establishing both Ysearch and Mitosearch, and maintaining these 
sites as long as they have. Few companies would have established a platform for their customers to compare 
results with their competitors’ products which speaks to their early and ongoing commitment to genealogy. 
 

I still have a copy of the Patriarch Page for the Y-descendants of Ensign William-1 Goodrich that 
was prepared and uploaded in October, 2010 if anyone needs to access information in it. 
 
Next-Generation-Sequencing Y-SNP Testing Latest Findings:  New Ancestral Placements 
As shown in Figure 22: 
 G96 (surname Winters) and G94 (Goodrich) co-descend from Richard-3, Ephraim-2 Goodrich. 

o Probably through Zacheus-4 Goodrich of Sheffield, Berkshire, Massachusetts. 
 The earliest-known Y-ancestor of G94 was born in Sheffield. 

o G96 and G94 share the 3 Y-SNP mutations E-FGC61650, E-FGC61651, E-FGC61652. 
o G96 has an additional unique Y-SNP mutation, E-F4092, not shared with G94. 
o The generation-5 ancestor of G94 is still to be determined. 

 G77 (surname Griswold) and G6 (surname Goodrich) co-descend from David-2 Goodrich. 
o They share Y-SNP mutation E-A21920; the study of their detailed co-descent is ongoing. 
 It is uncertain, at this point, if G77 and G6 are also co-descendants of David-3 Goodrich. 
 G8, another co-descendant of David-2 Goodrich, is taking the Y-Elite 2.1 test to assist.  

 G53 (surname Goodrich) may co-descend from Gideon-3 Goodrich with G101. 
o G53 and G101 are both taking the Y-Elite 2.1 test to explore this possibility. 
o If G53 and G101 do not share any SNPs beyond the 4 shared by all Y-descendants of Ensign 

William-1 Goodrich who have tested so far, G53 may share SNPs with other kits that have tested 
so far and this may reveal the actual Y-ancestry of G53. 

 G17 is taking the Y-Elite 2.1 test and eventually may be able to match Y-SNP mutations with another 
Y-descendant of Allen-3 Goodrich. 
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Figure 22. Latest NGS Y-SNP Testing Results. 
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