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~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Membership Update:   
We are growing! Our membership now numbers 45. Those of you who are paid members 
should have received your membership packets and membership cards. If you have not, please 
contact Kay Waterloo at kmw328@aol.com.  If you would like to become a member, please see 
the last page of this newsletter for the membership application and more information. 

 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

New Newsletter Editor 
By Delores Goodrick Beggs 
 
Please welcome our new Goodrich Gospel quarterly newsletter editor, Kay Waterloo. My own 
Goodrich Family Association Genealogy and History work has increased to the extent I was 
getting behind. Kay generously agreed to take over this important job, and her first newsletter was 
the May 31, 2006 issue. 
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Kay has been an active family history researcher since the early 1970’s. In addition to holding the 
position of Goodrich Family Association Treasurer, Kay is a member of the DAR, the Illinois  
State Genealogical Society (ISGS), Chicago Genealogical Society, McHenry County Illinois 
Genealogical Society and the Western New York Genealogical Society. 
 
Are you giving a program? Having a reunion? Did you have a challenging genealogical 
experience? I want to encourage you to send your news to Kay at kmw328@aol.com. 
Thank you, Kay. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Goodrich Surname DNA Project 
By Delores Goodrick Beggs, Group Manager 
 
The Goodrich Surname DNA Project continues to provide exciting news as we search for 
connections/no connections of Goodrich and variant spelling immigrant branches. 
 
We are happy to report that our DNA test results now show three distinct Goodrich branches. I 
look forward to locating more matches in order to prove the Goodrich II and Goodrich III 
lineages. We have previous, perfect, Y-DNA25 matches for Goodrich I and Goodrick I lineage at 
24 markers. 
 
An interesting possibility exists that we will be able to compare our Project information with one 
or more England test participants. Watch for future updates on this as they become available. We 
are just beginning this exploration. 
 
Some of the immigrant lineages we want to explore for connections/no connections in our 
Goodrich Surname DNA project, including variant spellings and those who have already tested, 
include: 
 

1. Ens. William Goodrich settled in Wethersfield CT ca 1636 
2. John Goodrich, William’s brother Wethersfield, CT ca 1636 
3. Richard Goodridge or Goodrich of Guilford, CT 
4. William Goodrich of Goodridge of Watertown, MA 
5. John Goodrich of Watertown who died on his returning voyage to England 
6. John Goodrich who went to Virginia ca 1635 
7. Henry Goodrich who also went to Virginia 
8. Richard Goodrich who also went to Virginia 
9. John Goodrich, Jr. who also went to Virginia 
10. William Goodrich who also went to Virginia 
                   [Source: notes from the George W. Farrell Collection] 

 
We are actively looking for new DNA test participants. Test participants must be male Goodrich 
or variant spellings. Women can get a male Goodrich relative to test for them. Our Y-DNA25 test 
is currently offered at an excellent group price of only $148.00 plus $2.00 - $4.00 shipping.  For 
information, please contact me at gfagenealogy@yahoo.com with a brief listing of your oldest  
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known male Goodrich (or variant spelling) ancestor down to yourself, including birth and death 
dates, and spouse names. You can also check the DNA Project information by clicking the DNA 
link on our website, http://www.GoodrichFamAssoc.org. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Interesting Tidbit 

 
Goodrich Surname Origin 
Origin: Saxon – Goderick = from God, God or good; and ric = rich 
Therefore, Goodrich means rich in God, or in goodness. 

Source: An Etymological Dictionary of Family and Christian Names With an Essay on Their 
Derivation and Import; Arthur, William, M. A.; New York, NY; Sheldon, Blake, Bleeker & Co., 1857. 

 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

 
Research Tip 
 
If you’ve come across a strange name and your Family History program asks you to define the 
person as male or female, this site may be of help. Thanks to our Goodrich Family Association 
website compiler, Matt Goodrich, for this tip.   http://www.behindthename.com/
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Date Converter Help 
 
Old-New English Date Converter: 
 
http://pharmfac.tbzmed.ac.ir/Links/Calendar%20Converter.htm
 
This calendar converter additionally indicates leap years and day of week. 
 
The year of 1752 was a special and shortened year when Great Britain, and thus also the American 
Colonies, switched from the Julian to the Gregorian calendar. Adopting the Gregorian calendar 
had far-reaching effects, because it resulted in the drop of 11 days, so that Wednesday, September 
2, 1752 was followed by Thursday, September 14. 
 
At the same time, a change in the start of years was adopted, so that the year 1753 started on 
January 1, where under the “Old” Julian system, each year had previously begun on March 25. 
 
Due to confusions over “old” dates versus “new,” researchers may wish to check their thinking 
with a date converter such as the one at the link above. 
 
Another dating issue has to do with the Quaker system, which did not use the names of days of the 
week or months at all. The Quakers instead listed “mo” and “da.” 
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Thus the “old Quaker list would include, for instance, 12th mo 7th da 1748, which would be 
February 7, 1748, as March was the first month of the year under the old dating method. Under the 
“new” Gregorian calendar, the above would read December 7, 1748. Researchers can check 
whether a date is “old” or “new” by going back to locate a date such as 2 mo 30 da, which would 
show the “old” system was used because February does not have 30 days, but April does. (March, 
1st mo, April, 2nd mo.) 
 
Additional Genealogical dating information links: 
 
http://www.illuminatrix.com/andria/quaker.html
http://www.crowl.org/Lawrence/time/britgreg.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_Calendar
http://www.geocities.com/calendopaedia/gregory.htm?20064
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
New Additions Received for the Goodrich Family Association Files 
By Delores Goodrick Beggs 
 
One of our Goodrich Family Association goals is to make our files THE Standard for Goodrich 
Family information and variant spellings. We send a big “thank you” to those who recently sent 
new information for our files. We appreciate each and every contribution to our files. 
 

1. Dr. Joyce Goodrich sent to us the transcribed notes and photocopied papers she found in 
her family’s original copy of the earliest The Goodrich Family in America 1889 book, 
edited by Case. 

2. Goodrich Jack Gevaart sent to us photocopies of three historical papers found in his 
original copy of The Goodrich Family in America 1889 book, edited by Case. 

3. Susan Goodrich Baldwin sent to us her father’s copy of The Goodrich Family in America 
1889 book, edited by Case, complete with Harold P. Goodrich’s penciled notes. 

4. Lindy Allen sent to us new photocopies of wills and probate records of Goodrich of 
Sharon, CT 

 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 

 
Research at Sharon and Hartford, CT 
By Lindy Allen, June 2006 
 
We are back from our trip to Sharon and Hartford. 
 
I didn’t find anything really earth-shattering, but I was able to get a copy of William1 Goodrich’s 
distribution and inventory from 1676, which actually mentions his 4 sons (including William) and 
their ages in 1676. I tried to get William’s2  will which was supposed to be in the file, but it was 
missing; only the docket page was there - all blurry. 
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I  took photos of all the headstones I could find for Goodrich in the Sharon Burying Ground. 
These include Elisha4, Elnathan4, Solomon4 and 5, and what I think was William and Margaret 
(but was unreadable). I was surprised to find that Elisha4 Goodrich died of smallpox - it was 
marked on his gravestone. It was interesting to find that Solomon5 was buried next to both of his 
wives (Martha and Susannah), which further proves to me that the Solomon who married Martha 
and Susannah was in fact the same person. I did not locate David Goodrich’s grave while there; I 
do not know if the stone was missing, or we just didn’t find it. 
 
I spoke to the Reverend from the 1st Congregational Church; he was nice enough to let me go 
through the actual church record books dated starting in 1755. Nothing new to report since the 
book was the one that was microfilmed, but it was amazing to actually handle the original book. 
The book is in shreds, and there was another book that is a copy of the first book that looks to 
have been copied sometime in the late 1800’s; all the information was identical page by page.  
 
We also went to Wethersfield and walked through the cemetery behind the 1st Congregational 
Church looking for William1 and 2. We didn’t find the graves, but the cemetery is quite large, and 
I wasn’t sure that they were actually buried there. I did find the grave of Sarah, wife of Ephraim 
Goodrich, and took a picture. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Lightening the Burden of Women 
By Delores Goodrick Beggs 
 
Few gentlemen of the late 1800s combined generosity with eccentricity the way Harry Clinton 
Goodrich, M. E., of Chicago, IL did. Mr. Goodrich was called one of the “greatest inventors of the 
age” for the creative genius he applied toward easing the tedious and time-consuming tasks that 
burdened women of the period. 
 
Mr. Goodrich, born in Potsdam, NY, 22 Mar 1832, moved to St. Charles, IL with his parents at an 
early age. Before he was ten years old, he was orphaned. Mr. Goodrich was an ancestor of George 
W. Farrell, founder of the current Goodrich Family Association. 
 
Mr. Goodrich is best known for his inventions of sewing machine attachments, which fueled his 
swift rise in the manufacturing business. His tuck markers were by far his most successful product. 
His beginning was humble and without capital, borrowing the money to make his first dozen tuck 
markers himself; by 1881, he had a new, three-story high factory employing fifty workers. 
 
At a time when the sewing machine business was flourishing, Mr. Goodrich had numerous other 
patents designed to lighten the burdens of women that also proved successful. For women who 
spent frustrating amounts of time untangling thread, he devised a thread holder that held six spools 
neatly. He patented a buttonhole cutter and seam ripper that enabled seamstresses to create a neat, 
plain and practical look to the clothing they produced. But none of his other inventions achieved 
the fame of his tuck markers. 
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Mr. Goodrich was still inventing timesaving devices for the use of women in the home at the age 
of 78, according to newspaper articles. His success was based not only upon his fertile mind, but 
also upon being in the right place at the right time. 
 
Sources: 

1. Harry Clinton Goodrich Advertisement, Singer Sewing Machine Times, April 24, 1914, p. 
17, col. 1 

2. Genius Plus Optimism article, Independent Progressive Sewing Machine Times, New 
York, Vol. 24, No. 554, April 25, 1914, p. 1, col. 1 

3. Lafayette Wallace Case, editor, M. D., The Goodrich Family in America (Chicago, Fergus 
Printing Company, 1885) p. 323, #2648 

4. United States Biographical Dictionary, p. 451, undated and author unidentified; copy in 
Goodrich Family Association files 

 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Map Collection Online 
 
The Library of Congress has a huge collection of maps online. Some are current and others very 
old. Some even have the names of the early settlers. If you double click on most of the first images 
they will become larger. Many can be printed. Don't miss the zoom feature at the bottom of the 
page. However, when you zoom it may take a very long time to load. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/gmdhome.html
 
You can also do a Google search for state and/or county maps. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Domesday Book Now Online 
 
This most treasured book is the record of a survey of people and lands under the rule of William 
the Conqueror who became King of England in 1066. The Domesday (not Doomesday) Book was 
compiled in 1085 and is the oldest record in Britain’s National Archives. The Archives is making 
online searches available free, but downloads of data will cost approximately $6.50 US funds. 
That price will purchase a copy of an original page featuring a place name and the tenants and 
property of that place. It also includes a translation of the entry into modern English. 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday
Tip: If you are searching for Goodrich, also try the spelling: Godric. While you are at the Archives 
website, you can search other databases such as wills and war records. For instance, I searched for 
“John Goodrich” under wills and found the following entry: 
 

Description Will of John Goodrich, Alderman of Bury Saint Edmunds, Suffolk 

Date 01 March 1626 
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How to Save Your Family History Forever 
By Lynne Alber, a descendant of James P. Goodrick, b. 21 Nov 1831 in Clinton OH 
 
A Rev. Lewellen, my ancestor, published a book in 1910 on his ancestors from Wales and up to 
him. This book was in libraries and on the web and helped me so much in my research. 
 
My mother’s side of the family was Quaker all the way. Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana 
[www.earlham.edu ] has a genealogy center with all Quaker records available for research. The 
Quakers documented every birth, death and marriage. A lot of my ancestors wrote their 
genealogies before they died and placed them in the Quaker college. Stories are written on the date 
they left North Carolina on foot, how long it took to reach Wayne County, Indiana, and the 
hardships of that time. 
 
I have placed my own research on www.Ancestry.com. My purpose is to help all who may be 
assisted by my family tree. When I started four years ago, there was a person who had researched 
for years on his family tree. When he learned he was dying, he placed all his information on 
Ancestry, with a notation later that this was in memory of him. His research helped me with my 
family and I am sure that he has helped many others. 
 
I have found that back in the late 1800’s it was common for families to research and publish their 
information in a book, such as The Current Family, The Beall Family, The Mendenhalls, and The 
Whitneys. Also there are a lot of Helms books for each county in each state with interviews and 
pictures of our ancestors, published around 1898. These books are being reprinted by a company 
in Massachusetts where you can purchase them. I just purchased a two-volume set on Wayne 
County, Indiana. Many from my Quaker family are in this set, including a picture of my great-
great grandfather, Peter Wright. 
 
I have made sure that my children know to assure that the information of our descendants is not 
lost. Each family is in notebooks with pictures and articles in plastic sleeves. I have given copies 
to other family members. My family information will be placed on the Delaware County, Indiana 
website. A copy of all my research will be donated to the genealogy library in Muncie, Indiana. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Youth and Genealogy 
Are you interested in ways to involve your youngsters in your family’s genealogy? Then visit 
www.fgs.org/youthcom, and click on “Links” for some sites to share with your children. Future 
Genealogists was created in 2005 to “promote, mentor and educate youth involved in family 
history and genealogy; and to help them find a voice in the genealogical community.” At last 
week’s FGS conference in Boston, two awards were given to youth for their contribution and 
projects in the field of family history.  
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New Goodrich Family History Comes to Light 
By Delores Goodrick Beggs 
 
Goodrich Jack “Jack” Gevaart found an unexpected surprise in his family’s original copy of the  
1889 The Goodrich Family in America edited by Case. The grandson of Fred B. Goodrich found 
in his book thin, yellowed copies of three historical papers, the “Goodrich Family Memorial,” 
“The Circular,” and the “Goodrich Circular.” 
 
The “Goodrich Family Memorial” is a Contents page, an advertisement flyer for the proposed 
Volume. 
 
“The Circular” is an Executive Committee report on the progress of the manuscript of the 
Goodrich Memorial Volume, and a call for enlistment and military duty information from all those 
who served in the late war. The Executive Committee was composed of: 
 

Hon. Grant Goodrich, 40 Rush Street, Chicago 
William H. Goodrich, Hartford, Conn., replacing Hon. L. S. Goodrich  

of Warner, Tenn., deceased 
Horace A Goodrich, 80 Dearborn Street, Chicago 

 
The “Goodrich Circular” details that there was a Goodrich Family Association in 1885, and that 
they had a meeting 11 November at the Grand Pacific Hotel with the result they resolved to 
produce the most complete Goodrich Family History possible. [Note: This is the earliest 
“Goodrich Family Association” I have knowledge of.  Delores] 
 
The 1885 Goodrich Family Association Officers are listed as: 
 

Aaron Goodrich, President, St. Paul, Minn 
Enos Goodrich, Vice-President, Fostoria, Mich. 
H. C. Goodrich, Secretary and Treasurer, 70 Ogden Place, Chicago 

 
We share Jack’s excitement at the discovery of these historical documents. Jack has kindly 
provided the Goodrich Family Association with copies of these papers that were not previously in 
our collection. Thank you, Jack. 
 
Jack’s grandfather, Fred B. Goodrich, is #2919, found on page 334 of the 1889 Case book. His 
mother, Winifred Goodrich, was born three years after the book was published. 
 
“She named me ‘Goodrich Jack Gevaart’ to prevent the Goodrich name from being lost,” he says. 
In turn he gave his oldest son “Goodrich” as a middle name. His grandson carries the Goodrich 
name also. 
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Fred B. Goodrich was born in Dundaff, PA and went to Wisconsin with his parents at an early age. 
He was manager of the Board-of-Trade Telegraph Office for the Pacific & Atlanta Telegraph 
Company at the time of the great Chicago fire in 1871. Jack mentions that Fred B. Goodrich is 
listed as being appointed as the attorney for the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. In 
reality, Jack says, he was the manager of the Delavan, Wisconsin railway station and may have 
done some legal work from there. They called him their “Agent.” He was the telegrapher at the 
station. In 1907 he attended a “Reunion Convention” of the “Old Time Telegraphers Association” 
in NYC. At that meeting he was presented a miniature working model of a telegraph key by 
Thomas Edison. The telegraph key remains locked in Jack’s family bank box. 
 
The Delavan Guards were organized in Delavan, WI in the spring of 1880. Gov. William E. Smith 
commissioned Fred B. Goodrich Capt. on 27 April 1880. The company was assigned to the First 
Battalion, headquarters at Janesville, WI and armed with Springfield breech-loading rifles. The 
Delavan Guards, under Capt. Fred B. Goodrich, proceeded to become an outstanding unit. They 
earned recognition from the Governor and Adjutant General at the annual inspection, especially 
for their discipline and organization.  
 
Capt. Fred B. Goodrich was presented a sword inscribed to the effect that it was presented to him 
on the occasion of his retirement and was from the men of his unit. Goodrich Jack Gevaart now 
has possession of this sword, which has a chrome-plated blade and a few pitted spots presumably 
caused by handling over the years. 
 
Again, we thank Jack for sharing his Goodrich historical discovery with The Goodrich Family 
Association. 
 
Sources: 

1. Lafayette Wallace Case, editor, The Goodrich Family in America (Chicago, Fergus 
Printing Company, 1889) p. 334 #2919 

2. [Anonymous] History of Walworth County, no publisher, no place, no date, p 682 
3. Goodrich Jack Gevaart, assorted email correspondence from jgevaart@inwave.com to 

author, June/July, 2006 
4. Photocopies, sent to me 7 June 2006 from Goodrich Jack Gevaart, “Goodrich Family 

Memorial,” “The Circular,” and the “Goodrich Circular” 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
GFA Website 
If you have not visited our website, www.GoodrichFamAssoc.org, please do. Our Webmaster, 
Matt Goodrich, reports that he has entered data about halfway through generation 6 from Case’s 
book, which reflects approximately 2508 people. You will want to check the index to see if your 
ancestors are there. This is a tremendous, labor-intensive undertaking and we thank Matt for his 
dedication to detail in accomplishing this task. Thank you, Matt. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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Goodrich Family Association Research Resources 
 
In addition to the new files regularly being added to our website at www.GoodrichFamAssoc.org,  
the following resources are available to assist Goodrich and variant spellings researchers: 
 

A limited number of copies of the fine reprint of the 1889, The Goodrich Family in 
America edited by Lafayette Case, are still available at $45.00 per book. This is a quality  
book with quality binding. To order your copy, send your check, made out to Dr. Joyce 
Goodrich, to her at: 

Dr. Joyce Goodrich 
315 East 68th Street 
New York, NY 10021 

 
The Descendants of William Homer Goodrich of Wethersfield, Connecticut through his 
6th Great Grandson William Homer Goodrich of Beerston, New York, compiled by 
Victor Burton Goodrich, complete with four appendices is available by request, paper 
copies only. Contact: gfagenealogy@yahoo.com
 
Genealogy of Goodriches of Sharon, CT, compiled by Lindy Allen from the Goodrich 
deeds and probate of Sharon, CT from the beginning of the records until about 1840. 
Available by request. Contact: gfagenealogy@yahoo.com. For more details, please see the 
article by Lindy Allen on page 29 of this newsletter. 
 
Look-ups are available for the following:  
George W. Farrell;   indexed collection. 
Victor B. Goodrich, Delaware County, NY;  notes. 
Descendants of William Isaac Goodrich;  manuscript of Carl Hoffstedt. 
Zebulon Goodrich, New York & Pennsylvania Records;  records of V & J Goodrich. 

 
One name only per request; must be accompanied by known facts about the ancestor. Send 
request to gfagenealogy@yahoo.com. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
Helping each other 
 
If you know someone who signed up to receive this newsletter, but has not received it, please ask 
them to make sure any blocking software allows email from kmw328@aol.com, our newsletter 
editor. Thank you. 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

In The News 
 
Carole McCarty and Kay Waterloo teamed up to write a research article, “Not Your Everyday 
Research,” published in Volume 38, Number 2, the Summer 2006 issue of the Illinois State 
Genealogical Society Quarterly. Carole is a Goodrich Family Association Trustee and Kay is 
Goodrich Family Association Treasurer and Newsletter Editor. 
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Surnames 
Just as a reminder, the surnames being researched by the GFA are all variations of Goodrich, 
Goodrick, Goodricke, Goodridge, Gutteridge, Guttrick, etc. In the will of John Goodrich, the name 
is spelled three different ways. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 
Email Address Correction 
The correct email address to reach the Goodrich Family Association is now 
gfagenealogy@yahoo.com.  If you come upon Gwfgood@aol.com , we would appreciate a 
correction. 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 
Private Silas Goodrich – Member of Lewis and Clark Expedition 
    http://www.id.blm.gov/lc/goodrich.htm

If the Lewis and Clark Expedition was for some members of the Corps of Discovery the best 
imaginable hunting trip, it was also for Private Silas Goodrich of Massachusetts the fishing trip 
of a lifetime. Most of the Corps’ route followed two great river systems, the Missouri and the 
Columbia. The salmon and steelhead runs of the Columbia basin supported a numerous and 
diverse population of Indian tribes from the Pacific Ocean upstream to the headwaters of the 
Salmon River. The tribes along the Missouri, however, relied more upon hunting and farming. It 
was primarily upon the relatively unschooled pisces [sic] of the Missouri River basin that the 
Corps’ Izaak Walton plied his trade.  

The small amount of angling gear in Captain Meriwether Lewis’s pre-expedition supply list 
suggests that he did not foresee fishing as crucial to the Corps’ survival but rather perhaps as an 
emergency “backup system,” a means of varying the Corps’ diet or the opportunity for a pleasant 
diversion. Lewis’s supplier was the “Old Experienced Tackle Shop” kept by George Lawson at 18 
Dock Street, Philadelphia. At a cost of $25.37, Lewis acquired 125 hooks, several dozen assorted 
fish lines, a “Sportsman Flask,” and an 8 stave reel. He also bought hooks and lines as gifts for 
Indians.  

The journals of the Expedition don’t have much to say about fishing methods or the baits that were 
used. At the Great Falls of the Missouri, Lewis wrote in his journal that [Silas] Goodrich was 
using meat and grasshoppers for bait. There’s no mention of a rod. After baiting his hook, 
Goodrich probably pulled as much line as he thought he needed from his reel and threw it out into 
the river. Perhaps in smaller streams he tied an appropriate length of line to a green willow stick. 
There is considerable discussion in the journals, particularly Lewis’s, of the different fish species 
caught by the Corp. On the lower Missouri, Goodrich pulled in huge catfish, some of them 
weighing more than 100 lbs. Further up the river in 1805, species new to euro-Americans began to 
appear on Goodrich’s hooks, including the sauger and goldeye. 
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In June 1805, Silas Goodrich was the sole human witness to one of the supreme moments in 
Meriwether Lewis’s life. Those familiar with the Expedition will recall that there was considerable 
debate when the Corps reached the mouth of the Marias River about which river was the “true” 
Missouri. Lewis and Clark were both convinced--correctly, as it turned out--that it was the clear-
watered southern branch. Having learned from Indians the previous winter that the Missouri River 
had a series of thundering waterfalls, Lewis set out on foot with a small advance party to attempt 
to locate these affirming landmarks.  

On the morning of June 13, Lewis sent George Gibson, Joseph Field, and George Drouillard out to 
hunt. With Silas Goodrich Lewis proceeded on up the river, which ran through a canyon two 
hundred below. They soon saw ahead of them up the river what appeared to be plumes of white 
smoke swirling out of the canyon of the Missouri. As they drew nearer, they could hear the 
distinctive bass rumble of a large waterfall. The sound increased as they walked for two hours 
toward its source, a cauldron of flying spray and incredible roaring that suddenly appeared below 
them. A cataract eighty feet high spanned the entire three hundred foot width of the mighty 
Missouri. It was, Lewis thought, “the grandest sight I ever beheld.” He scrambled down the 
canyon wall with Goodrich to contemplate from its very foot the first of the Great Falls of the 
Missouri.  

Lewis sat transfixed for hours. Sooner or later, Goodrich unpacked his fishing gear. And began to 
pull in two and three pound trout of a new species characterized, Lewis wrote in his journal, by “a 
small dash of red on each side of the first ventral fins. . .the flesh is of . . . a rose red.” Today we 
know it as oncorhynchus clarki lewisi, the westslope cutthroat.  

The trout fishing was so good that Captain Meriwether Lewis decided to try it himself. On June 15 
he wrote in his journal: “I amused myself in fishing . . . I caught a number of very fine trout which 
I made Goodrich dry; Goodrich also caught about two douzen [sic] . . .” The two men were 
enjoying a brief vacation from the labors of the Expedition. Their discovery of the Great Falls was 
the affirmation Lewis had sought that the Corps of Discovery was proceeding up the true Missouri 
River. And Silas Goodrich, the Expedition’s angler, had discovered a new species of trout, the 
westslope cutthroat.  

Lewis next recorded Goodrich’s fishing at Camp Fortunate on the forks of the Beaverhead. By 
this point, game was scarce. The trout Goodrich caught were more than welcome additions to the 
detachment’s larder. The demand for food was so great that Lewis had the men build a “bush 
drag” that scoured a section of river and yielded over five hundred fish…On the return trip in 1806 
Goodrich again was happily connected with fish. During the Corps’ long wait on the Clearwater 
River, Goodrich was sent to buy camas from the Nez Perce. When he returned, he told the 
captains that the Nez Perce were catching salmon on Lewis’s [Salmon] River. The spring run 
hadn’t reached the Clearwater yet, so Lewis and Clark sent Sgt. Ordway with a small detachment 
to buy salmon. But by the time they returned to the Clearwater, the fish had spoiled…When the 
Corps split into two detachments to explore the Marias and Yellowstone River, Goodrich was 
assigned to the party detailed to raise the cache at the Great Falls. Once again Goodrich took  
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pleasure in casting out a baited hook into the water among the black-spotted, red-gilled trout he 
had discovered the year before. 

Silas Goodrich may have remained in the army after the Expedition. The only known post-
expedition record is Clark’s note that he was dead by the year 1825…Does it not seem a shame 
that no fish species was named for Silas Goodrich, the angler of the Expedition? But the next 
time you hook a cutthroat, you’ll think of him, not Lewis or Clark. 

The above article reprinted with permission from http://www.doi.gov/footer/disclaim.html Bureau of Land Management, Department of Interior. 
 
Note of interest:  September 20th and 21st, The National Council of the Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial is sponsoring Lewis & Clark: Currents of Change on the St. Louis riverfront to 
commemorate the ending on September 23, 1806, of Lewis and Clark’s two-year Western 
exploration. To learn more, visit the following website: http://www.currentsofchange.org/
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Helpful Sites 
 
www.wisconsinhistory.org/vitalrecords/ : Pre-1907 Vital Records databases on the Wisconsin 
Historical Society web page. 
www.territorialkansasonline.org Covers 1854-1861. Delores pulled up more than 300 records 
when she put “Goodrich” in the search line. 
www.ellisisland.org Search passenger arrival records.  
www.castlegarden.org Offers free access to an extraordinary database of information on 10 
million immigrants from 1830 through 1892, the year Ellis Island opened. Over 73 million 
Americans can trace their ancestors to this early immigration period. 
www.familysearch.org Family tree and genealogical records from all over the world. 
www.indgensoc.org Indiana Genealogical Society website 
www.archives.gov/genealogy/index.html   link to the United States’ National Archives 
www.theshipslist.com search Passenger Lists, Fleets Lists, Ship Descriptions, Ship Pictures, and 
lots more. 
www.cyndislist.com Cyndi’s List of Genealogical Sites on the Internet. “Your genealogy starting 
point online for more than a decade.” 
www.ngsgenealogy.org website of the National Genealogical Society 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~ilsgs/ website of the Illinois State Genealogical Society 
 
Federation of Genealogists Conference Report 
By Carole McCarty and Kay Waterloo 
 
Carole and I returned Sunday, September 3rd from the best and largest genealogical conference we 
have attended in our more than 25 years of researching. The Federation of Genealogical Societies 
held its 30th annual conference in Boston August 30th through September 2nd. Along with over 
1800 other attendees from all over the world, we attended five 1-hour lectures each of the four 
days of the conference. In addition to nearly 400 exceptional presentations that were offered, given 
by 160 of the most capable and accredited professionals in the genealogical community, we were 
treated to entertaining and newsworthy talks by luncheon speakers. 

http://www.doi.gov/footer/disclaim.html
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Copyright ©2006 Goodrich Family Association.   May be photocopied for educational and personal use only. 
 

Volume 2, Issue 4, Page 39 
 
It was extremely difficult to select which session to attend since they were all so enticing. The 
topics covered nearly every aspect of research from “Organizing Your Data” to “Newsletter or 
Snoozeletter” (I particularly liked that one) to “Sources in the National Library of Ireland” to 
“Extreme Googling for Genealogists” to “Excel and Genealogy” to “Colonial New York 
Research,” to name just a few. If you are interested in the complete listing of lectures, go to 
www.fgs.org and click on “2006 Conference” then on “download grid brochure” which will open 
in Adobe Acrobat.  Most of the lectures were recorded and FGS is making those recordings 
available online, downloadable to your computer for a mere $1.99 each. To order, go to 
http://www.lulu.com/FGS2006. Not all of the sessions are listed yet, but keep checking.  
 
In addition to the outstanding educational opportunities available, the Vendor Hall was filled with 
132 suppliers of everything from charts and forms to research books to CDs and software to 
archival supplies. There was even a large section entirely devoted to Irish research with many of 
their booths manned by experts from Ireland. A number of displays focused on travel to countries 
and research facilities throughout the world.  
 
FGS offered the Family History Road Show during which we could confer with professional 
genealogists with expertise in various areas of the country. Carole and I each signed up for a free 
20-minute session and learned some avenues we can search to help us break through two of our 
brick walls, one of them being our Moses Goodrich. 
 
We came to Boston thinking we’d have time to visit the Massachusetts State Archives, New 
England Historic Genealogical Society and the Boston Library, but were so busy with the 
conference, vendors and networking with other genealogists, we never even left the hotel and 
conference center! 
 
The formal banquet was held Friday evening and following our dinner, many service awards were 
announced – two of these recognitions were first to a 10-year old girl and the second to a 16-year-
old boy for their contributions by way of genealogical projects. $1000 gift packages were 
awarded. 
 
FGS will hold their 31st Annual Conference, Meeting at the Crossroads of America, at the Grand 
Wayne Center, Fort Wayne, Indiana, August 15-18, 2007. For more information, you can check 
their website www.fgs.org. Although there isn’t much information there now, there will be over 
the coming months. And for your information, the 2008 FGS conference will be in Philadelphia, 
Sept 3-6, 2008. 
 

 
 

DISCLAIMER 
Though we have done our best to eliminate errors and omissions, we cannot guarantee information contained herein to be error free. 
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Membership Application 
  
Membership is open to all variant spellings of the Goodrich name and other interested persons for the 
purpose of furthering research of the Goodrich families and working together as a community to determine 
the national and worldwide connections therein. 
  
Check desired type of membership: 
 
___Individual Membership:  First year @ $30.00   Subsequent years @ $20.00/year  
 
___Individual Membership: Three years@ $60.00  
 
___Family Membership:  First year @ $35.00 Subsequent years @ $25.00/year 
 
___Family Membership: Three years @ $75.00 
 
___Voluntary donation for start up expenses   $ ___________ 

 
Total Amount Enclosed   $ ___________ 

 
Family membership includes spouse at same email address.  Each shall have one vote. Student family 
members away at school will receive newsletters if email address is furnished.  Dues are calculated from 
first day of month enrolled. Reminders will be sent prior to expiration. Data may be submitted at any time. 
  
Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

 Last                     First          Middle        (include spouse’s name for family memberships) 
  
Address: ______________________________ City_________________ State______ Zip_____ 
  
Telephone Number: __________________ e-Mail: ______________ Student e-mail: _________ 
  
____  Yes, I wish to receive the free quarterly Goodrich Family Association newsletter at  

my e-mail address ___________________.  (The newsletter is by email only.)  
____ Returning member from the original Goodrich Family Association? 
____ I am an active researcher.     ____ I am an occasional researcher. 
____ I will consider serving as an officer, trustee, committee member, or chairperson. 
____  Am willing to do look-ups?    What areas? ________________________________ 
____ Please do not list name and address in membership list. (list e-mail address only) 
  
Signature: ___________________________________________  Date:_________________ 
  
Print this form and mail the completed form, together with your check made out to “Goodrich 
Family Association” to:   Goodrich Family Association 

c/o Kay Waterloo 
328 Linden Ridge Trail 
Greenwood, IN 46142-9228 

Please, no cash.                 9/6/06 
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